The Twenty Nineth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 14:15-24

Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:

And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now
ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have
bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: | pray thee have me excused. And
another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me
excused. And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that servant
came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his
servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast
commanded, and yet there is room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say unto you, That

none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. «iv)

The Lord God invites believers to attend the Divine Banquet each time the
Divine Liturgy is celebrated. The Divine Liturgy provides for believers to partake
of the Precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.

All believers in a parish receiving the Precious Body and Blood at the Divine
Liturgy 1s rare unless the parish is very small. Parishes of substantial size normally
have some believers not participating in Communion.

The Lord Jesus Christ died on the Cross for each believer. Honoring Jesus
Christ’s death on the Cross by receiving His Precious Body and Blood is expected
of each believer.

Believers are to live according to Jesus Christ’s teachings each day. Repentance
is to occur when the believer strays from Jesus’ teachings and standards.
Confession and Communion are encouraged throughout the year.

The current Gospel highlights and emphasizes the invitation to receive Jesus
Christ’s Precious Body and Blood. Partaking of Holy Communion unites the
believer with the Lord Jesus Christ.

The believer is transformed when Jesus Christ’s Body and Blood enter the
believer’s body. Each believer is expected to honor the invitation to receive Jesus
Christ’s Precious Body and Blood.

The decisions believers make reflects personal values. Individuals choosing to
decline the invitation to receive Jesus Christ into their personal bodies make a
strong negative statement.

The powerful words of the Lord Jesus Christ are recorded in St. John’s Gospel.
Jesus Christ said: “... I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man,
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” (ionn 6:53)

Receiving Jesus Christ into one’s personal body takes proper preparation and is
to be accompanied with great reverence. The Church provides the fasting days
throughout the year for believers to continue focusing on the Lord Jesus Christ.



Believers often enter in sin during the journey from the Baptismal font to
departure from this life. Self-evaluation, prayer and fasting facilitate repentance,
confession and preparing for Communion.

The Church is now in the Nativity Fast. Each day believers are to increasingly
focus on Jesus Christ taking on human flesh. Believers are to behold and
contemplate the great mystery of the Virgin Birth in most humble circumstances.

Now is the time for believers to assess personal values and determine if they are
truly consistent with Jesus Christ’s standards and teachings. Today is the day to
determine if personal relationships are based in Jesus Christ.

Believers are challenged to honestly answer if and why they are not partaking of
Jesus Precious Body and Blood. Those partaking are to personally assess whether
they have sincerely and honestly prepared themselves.

The Nativity Fast is intended to strengthen the believer’s unity with Jesus Christ.
The Nativity Fast is the time to remove from personal life all that is not of Jesus
Christ. Believers joining together and honoring the Fast make a difference.

When the Nativity Fast is honored, the believer improves. Parishes improve
when honoring the Fast occurs among all believers. Neighborhoods and
workplaces improve due to believers honoring the Fast and receiving Communion.

Earthly life is finite. Eternal life awaits those living in Jesus Christ. The Divine
Liturgy is a foretaste of God’s Kingdom. The invitation to fully participate in the
Divine Liturgy is extended to all believers.

Only for the most compelling reasons are believers to not fully participate in the
Divine Liturgy. Peace exists for believers living completely in Jesus Christ. Joy
increases with each partaking of Jesus’ Precious Body and Blood.

The Feast of Jesus Christ’s Nativity will be joyfully celebrated very soon. Being
mindful of and living according to the Church’s liturgical calendar keeps the
believer grounded in Jesus Christ.

Each day of the Fast is a valuable opportunity to draw near and unite with Jesus
Christ. Uniting with Jesus Christ requires accord in the heart, mind and soul.
Believers choose whether to unite and remain united with Jesus Christ.

Cherish the time of life given by the Lord God. Honor and give thanks for
each day of life. Be abundantly grateful to attend the Divine Liturgy and receive
Jesus Christ’s Precious Body and Blood.
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