The Twenty Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 17:12-19

And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers,
which stood afar off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto
the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. And one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified
God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a
Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are
the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. xv)

Individuals turn to the Lord God in appeals for help and mercy. Ten lepers
appealed for mercy and were healed. One of the ten lepers took time to thank and
glorify God for the healing.

The Lord Jesus Christ recognized the faith in the leper giving thanks. Jesus
told the leper his faith had made him whole. The Church is currently in the Nativity
Fast. Now is the time to review the strength of our personal faith.

The Nativity Fast is an opportunity for personal self-evaluation. The Nativity
Fast prepares believers for the Feast of the Nativity. The heart, mind and soul
are to benefit from the Nativity Fast.

The Church proclaims the Gospel message of the lepers being healed to remind
believers of the importance of thanking and glorifying God. Having strong faith in
the Lord God is expected throughout life.

The Church nourishes and guides believers from birth until departure from this
life. Believers commit to following Jesus Christ at Baptism. The Church provides
the Divine services and the lives of the saints and martyrs to strengthen believers.

The Fast periods during the year enable believers to reorient and renew their
lives. Fasting keeps believers grounded in and focused on Christ. Fasting helps
believers to combat personal sin.

Jesus’ recognition of the grateful leper in the current Gospel is an important
lesson for believers. Each person has opportunities to glorify and thank God.

The reasons to thank God are beyond measure.

When prayers for mercy are answered, the believer needs to look beyond the
self to the Lord God with gratitude. The grateful leper in the current Gospel
1s an inspiring example to glorify God when healing occurs.

Persons going to the hospital often reach out to the Lord for help. When
hospital stays are complete, thanking God is completely proper and timely.

We are in the time of the year when Jesus Christ’s birth is in our minds.



Christian lives are to constantly be centered in Jesus Christ. We can never thank
Jesus Christ enough for taking on human flesh and dwelling among humanity. We
show our appreciation to Jesus Christ by the way we live.

We thank Jesus by living according to His teachings. We demonstrate gratitude
by treating each person as being the image of Christ. Love and forgiveness abound
in us if we are grateful for Jesus Christ.

Jesus heals us and shows mercy to us more than we will ever realize. Our minds
cannot fully comprehend the fullness and magnitude of Jesus’ love and mercy.
Jesus’ death on the Cross is testimony to the completeness of His love for us.

We in our sinful selves benefit from the healing through Jesus’ forgiveness of
our sins. Forgiveness of sins by Jesus is reason to give abundant thanks. Glorifying
God i1s logical if sins are forgiven and beginning anew in Christ occurs.

The ten healed lepers experienced a new beginning in life. We have new
beginnings in life through Jesus Christ. How we respond to our new beginnings
determines if we are like the one leper who thanked and glorified God.

We do not want to consciously be like the ungrateful nine lepers who went on
their way without giving thanks. The Church gives us the Gospel so we learn of the
expectations of the Christian life.

Being a Christian carries great responsibility. Christians are to honor Christ in
the way they live and relate with each person in daily life. The world shows there
is room for improvement among all persons identifying as Christians.

God continues to teach through the Church. God shows unlimited mercy as we
fall short in our daily lives. The Gospel reflects God’s hope for those hearing the
Gospel.

The Nativity Fast encourage believers to prepare well for the Feast of the
Nativity. Cleansing the heart, mind and soul of all that is not of Christ is central to
the Nativity Fast.

Focusing on the meaning of Jesus Christ taking on human flesh is part of the
serious preparation for the feast. The world changed forever when Jesus took on
human flesh.

On the Feast of the Nativity the choirs sing joyfully that “God is with us!”

God is always with us. It is important that we sense God’s continuous presence.
We have the responsibility to thank and glorify God every day of life.
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