The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 19:16-26
And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may
have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one,
that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith unto him, Which?
Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth
up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the
young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. Then said
Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the
kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. When his disciples heard it, they
were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto
them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. kiv)

God’s Holy Church is now in the second week of the Dormition Fast. This is
a time to focus on the purity of the Mother of God and to consider her example for
our lives.

Mary the Mother of God was chosen from among all women of all centuries to
give earthly birth to the Lord Jesus Christ. She witnessed Jesus’ growth to
adulthood. She saw miracles which Jesus performed.

Mary was present when Jesus ascended the Cross voluntarily. She viewed Jesus
being crucified. Jesus cared for His mother even when He was being put to death
on the Cross.

The Dormition Fast is a time for serious personal self-examination. Believers are
to ask themselves are they seriously living by Jesus’ teachings? Personal goals are
to be evaluated during the Dormition Fast.

The Gospel reading for today addressed seeking eternal life. The young man in
the current Gospel did many things right in his life. He was however so tied to his
possessions it was difficult for him to take the step necessary for eternal life.

The young man was told to dispose of his material possessions and follow Jesus.
The man was sorrowful. His commitment to his possessions was so great he could
not take the final step necessary for eternal life.

Believers embark on the path to God’s Kingdom and eternal life at Baptism. The
Dormition Fast is a time for believers to determine if the narrow path to God’s
Kingdom is truly being followed.

Removing from daily life all that is not of the way of God’s teachings is the way
to make full use of the Dormition Fast. Making sure that daily relationships and
life’s goals conform to God’s teachings are sound steps in honoring the Fast.



Carefully looking at the contents of the heart, mind and soul reveals life’s goals
and treasures. The conscience tells if the path to God’s Kingdom and eternal life is
being faithfully followed.

While there is life in the body and the mind functions well, repentance is possible
Changes in life are possible with Jesus Christ. The Mother of God is an intercessor
before the Lord to help believers follow Christ.

Today’s Divine Liturgy is a blessing for each person. The opportunity to be
enriched by Jesus Christ and be united with Christ exists in the Divine Liturgy.
The Divine Liturgy is a foretaste of God’s Kingdom.

A certain amount of material possessions is necessary for earthly life. Having
more than what is necessary can be an impediment to growth in Christ. Teachings
in the Church help believers develop a healthy perspective.

Being attentive to Christ’s teachings, being honest with Christ and the self are
ways to stay on the path to God’s Kingdom and eternal life. Earthly life is limited
in time. Following Jesus Christ offers eternal life.

The Church helps believers develop throughout life. Baptism is the sound
beginning in Christ. Believers are to remain united with Christ and follow Christ
after exiting the Baptismal font. Growth in Christ is expected and always possible.

The Church sets aside two weeks each year for the Dormition Fast. Love for
Jesus Christ can increase during the Fast. Greater understanding about the Mother
of God occurs among believers honoring the Fast.

The world has attractions and temptations which are perilous to the soul. The
attractions and temptations are always present. The Dormtion Fast is an
opportunity to protect the soul and sharpen life’s focus and goals.

Material goods do not provide the nourishment for the heart, mind and
soul required for personal peace and joy in life. Following Christ provides peace
and joy in life.

The Mother of God demonstrated through her life the way to follow Christ.
Believers always benefit from looking to the Mother of God for inspiration and
direction in following Jesus Christ. The Dormition Fast is a great blessing!
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