The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Mt.21:33-42

Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it
round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and
went into a far country: And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the
husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, and
beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other servants more than the
first: and they did unto them likewise. But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will
reverence my son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is
the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him, and cast
him out of the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what
will he do unto those husbandmen? They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked
men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits
ibuilders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes? (kJv)

We gather today to celebrate the Divine Liturgy. We come together to pray,
worship and give glory to God. We gather to experience the Lord Jesus Christ in
the Divine Liturgy. Our expectation is to grow in Christ, to seek God’s Kingdom.

The Divine Liturgy is a foretaste of God’s Kingdom. Today the Church is
celebrating the Afterfeast of the Dormition of the Mother of God. The Church is
always mindful of the Mother God.

The Mother of God is a constant intercessor for believers. The Mother of God is
a permanent inspiration and example for believers. Believers learn from the
Mother of God’s purity.

Today’s Gospel is provided for believers to seriously consider and to take to
heart. The householder let out his vineyard to husbandmen. The husbandmen were
to care for the vineyard. The householder expected the fruits when it was time.

The husbandmen violated the trust placed in them. The husbandmen resisted
giving to the householder the fruits of the vineyard. The husbandmen were greedy
and wanted to retain the fruits of the vineyard for themselves.

God has entrusted the earth and all that dwells therein to humans created in His
image and likeness. The earth is the Lord’s vineyard. God will return and will
examine every person for the fruit of their work.

Every person is expected to live and work in ways consistent with the Lord’s
teachings. Each person is responsible for making good use of the talents and gifts
received from God.

At the final judgment when Jesus Christ returns, Christ will determine if gifts and
talents were used consistent with God’s teachings. Believers are wise to be ever
conscious of Jesus Christ’s eventual return and final judgment.



Just as the householder returned in the current Gospel to see the husbandmen and
receive the fruits of their labor, Jesus Christ will return to see the fruits of our
labor. Every day is an opportunity to prepare for the final judgment.

Talents and gifts are to be developed and used as God-intended. Honest and
thorough self- evaluation will reveal if the fruits of our labor glorify and are readily
given to the Lord.

In the old staff dining room at Western Penitentiary on North Side, Pittsburgh,
the walls were painted with a beautiful panorama of the City of Pittsburgh. I often
thought the painter could have been a good iconographer.

Many prisoners are talented and have used their God-given talents for ways other
than good. Countess people never consider giving the fruits of their work to God.
It is from God that we derive our talents. We derive our life from God.

Today’s Gospel is a reminder that the Lord will return. Now is the time for
personal assessment. Today is the day to remind ourselves the fruits of our labor
are due to God and are to be used in ways pleasing to God.

The length of earthly life is uncertain. For many people, life is seventy or eighty
years. Living to be ninety or a hundred years old occurs for some people
Jesus Christ will come again. Believers are to be prepared.

We are stewards of our talents. We are like the husbandmen in today’s Gospel.
Our daily work is to produce the fruits of the vineyard. The vineyard is the Lord’s.
Our labor is to be pleasing and demonstrate gratitude to the Lord.

The Gospel is a firm reminder to look deep within ourselves and be honest.
Now is the time to assess the purpose of our labor. Do we freely share the fruits of
our work with the Lord?

Do we use the fruits of our labor in ways that give glory and show gratitude to
God? Do we resist sharing the fruits of our work? Do we hold back from giving to
God the fruits of our labor?

The husbandmen in the Gospel assumed the responsibility to care for the
vineyard. Each person has the responsibility to care for this earth, his or herself and
family. Each person is responsible for his or her part in the community.

The Church helps believers determine the use of their talents and gifts. The
Church provides the structure for talents and gifts to be used in ways God intends.
Responsibility and gratitude to God are demonstrated in the fruits of one’s labor.
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