The Sunday of All Saints
Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny
before my Father which is in heaven. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And
he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. Then answered
Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we
have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory,
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting
life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. (ksv)

Following Jesus Christ completely for the rest of our lives begins when
we exit the baptismal font. The journey is to continue until we take our last
breath and our heart ceases to beat.

Eternal life awaits believers remaining faithful to Jesus Christ. The
journey from the baptismal font to departure from earthly life is filled with
challenges and temptations.

The present Gospel makes it clear that believers are to confess Jesus
Christ in the way they live their daily lives. All that is not of Christ is to be
removed from our hearts, minds and souls.

Jesus Christ deserves first place in our hearts, minds and souls. Seeking
the Kingdom of God and His righteous is to be our first priority. mts:33 Jesus
Christ is ever- present with us on the journey. (acts 17:28)

The early believers emigrating to this country had Jesus Christ in their
hearts, minds and souls. They valued God’s Holy Church. As they struggled
to earn a living, they sacrificed to build churches to worship and to pray.

Working in mills and mines was common last century when many of our
parish churches were established. Building churches required much sacrifice
as jobs in mills and mines had many interruptions when there was no pay.

The builders and faithful maintainers of parish churches are to be greatly
appreciated and always remembered and honored. Work in the world is
ever-changing. New challenges exist for believers in today’s world.

We know from the Epistle to the Hebrews: “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever>"mev.13:3) Jesus Christ is present to guide,
nourish and protect todays’ believers in their journey to the Kingdom.



Believers in each generation have a responsibility to be faithful to Christ
until the time of the Glorious Second Coming and eternal life. We learn
from the saints and martyrs the true value of being faithful to Christ.

The saints and martyrs in each generation faced trials and temptatations.
The saints and martyrs held true to their baptismal commitment to honor
Jesus Christ as King and as God.

Jesus Christ is the only King and God to worship and behold in the heart,
mind and soul. Many false kings, prophets and teachers will appear in
earthly life.

Only Jesus Christ is worthy of our complete love and attention. Jesus
teaches us to love others. Jesus teaches us to love our neighbors. Jesus
teaches us to forgive others.

Jesus also cautions us to use life wisely for God’s glory. We learn from
the lives of the saints and martyrs that following Christ in the most difficult
of circumstances is entirely possible and beneficial.

Many scoffers exist in the present world belittling the way of Christ. The
proof of the value of following Christ is in the experience. The saints and
martyrs are shining lights through the centuries.

Jesus Christ shines through the lives of the saints and martyrs. Jesus
Christ brings Light to the darkest moments of life. Saints and martyrs shine
through the darkest days of history.

The Holy Apostles suffered for Christ. We continue to benefit from their
lives. The Mother of God suffered as she saw her Son on the Cross. Jesus
suffered for each of us. Jesus set the example of taking up the Cross.

The Resurrection followed Jesus being on the Cross. When we take up the
crosses in our daily lives in ways pleasing to Jesus Christ, we become new in
Christ. Jesus Christ is with us always. (mt2s:20)

The Church remembers all the saints and martyrs today. May we draw
strength and inspiration from the saints and martyrs through the centuries.
Let us be completely faithful.to Jesus Christ everyday of our lives!
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