
1 
 

 

                                The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
                                           Matthew 9:1-8  
And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.  And, behold, 
they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith 
said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And, 
behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus 
knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?  For whether is 
easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of 
the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to 
his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled,  and glorified God, which had 
given such power unto men. (KJV) 
                             Feast of  Holy Apostles Peter and. Paul 
                                          Matthew 16:13-19 
 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they 
said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I 
am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. KJV) 
        Today St. Sava Camp at opening in Shasdeland on this Sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost. Today is the Feast of the Holy Glorious and All Praised 
Leaders of the Apostles Peter and Paul. 
       The Lord Jesus Christ said “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt.14:19)   Jesus calls 
children to come unto Him. Jesus’ call to children is alive at St. Sava Camp. 
       The Divine Liturgy is celebrated throughout the world today. The 
Divine Liturgy is the earthly foretaste of God’s Heavenly Kingdom. The 
Divine Liturgy is the best way to begin any undertaking. 
      Believers continue their journey to God’s Kingdom and eternal life with  
participating in the Divine Liturgy. Participating in the Divine Liturgy keeps 
believers on the narrow path to God’s Kingdom and eternal life. 
     Jesus Christ forgave the sins of the paralyzed man in today’s Gospel. 
Jesus not only forgave the man of his sins. Jesus restored the man’s ability to 
walk. Jesus Christ gave the sick man health of soul and body. 
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       Health of soul and body exist in the life in Christ. Even people suffering 
severely in body have noticeable improvement when they are united with 
Jesus Christ.  Remaining united with Christ is of immeasurable benefit. 
     In today’s Gospel for the Feast, Jesus addressed Apostle Peter. Jesus told 
Peter he would be empowered to bind and loose. This is a direct reference to 
the Mystery of Confession. 
        In St Matthew’s Gospel for today, when Apostle Peter said Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. this solidified Peter’s relationship with 
Jesus. Jesus told Apostle Peter that He, Jesus could build the Church. 
       The Lord spoke of the Church’s durability. The gates of hell would not 
prevail against it.  Centuries later, the Church continues to grow. Apostles 
Peter and Paul still influence the building up of the Church 
       Apostle Peter’s belief in Jesus Christ guided him through his life.  
Apostle Paul is also celebrated today. Holy Paul, once a persecutor of 
Christians became a leading Apostle. Both Apostles inspires believers. 
      Deep personal belief in Jesus Christ was truly reflected in the Apostles 
Peter and Paul. The real belief of each person in Jesus Christ is reflected in 
their daily lives 
    Believers enter the Church at Baptism. Believers are asked at Baptism if 
they believe in Jesus as King and as God. The belief of Jesus as King and as 
God is to be lived daily throughout life from the moment of Baptism. 
    Today’s Gospels’ make clear the forgiveness of sins is possible. Every 
person commits sins during early life. Repentance is necessary to maintain 
unity and health in Jesus Christ. Repentance is beneficial throughout life. 
    Holy Apostles Peter and Paul experienced great joy in Jesus Christ. The 
Apostles continue to spread the joy of the life in Christ. In the Church every 
person has access to joy in Jesus Christ. 
  The Divine Liturgy is an experience of joy in Christ. The Divine Liturgy 
unites believers with Christ. Believers have a foretaste of the Kingdom in the 
Divine Liturgy.’ 
   Children and youths attending St. Sava Camp at Shadeland learn about the 
joy of the life in Christ. All who help in any way to make St. Sava Camp at 
Shadeland possible contribute to furthering the joy of the life in Christ.  
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost. Feast of the All Praised Apostles Peter 
and Paul. June 29/July 12, 2026. Father Rodney Torbic 
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