Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 25:14-30

For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants
and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents to another two, and to another
one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who
had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And
likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who received one went and dug
in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and
settled accounts with them. So he who had received five talents came and brought five other
talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents
besides them.” His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over
a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” He also
who had received two talents came and said, ’Lord you delivered to me two talents; look, I have
gained two more talents besides them.” His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; You have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord.” Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew
you had to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not
scatted seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, t here you have
what is yours.” But his lord answered and said to him, Y ou wicked and lazy servant, you knew
that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to
have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my
own with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. For
to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does
not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth  xiv)

Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross
John 3:13-17

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of
man which is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal
life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. (KJV)

The Lord God blesses each person with certain talents and resources during
earthly life. Each person will answer to the Lord for the use of those talents and
resources at the Great and Final Judgment.

Believers have the opportunity each day to prepare for the Great and Final
Judgment. Wise use of talents and resources each day is the best way to prepare for
the Lord Jesus Christ’s return and the Great and Final Judgment.



Everyone will face the Lord at the Final Judgment. St. John’s Gospel for today
indicates that Jesus wants to save sinners. Every person commits sins through
misuse or abuse of the God-given talents and resources.

The opportunity to repent of sins exists while the believer’s mind functions and
breath is within the body. Procrastinating to repent puts the soul in peril. The soul
1s most important in life and merits constant care.

Jesus Christ welcomes individuals seeking to repent of their sins and
experience forgiveness. Parish priests readily hear confessions of believers desiring
to begin life anew in Christ.

Holy Confession and Communion restore the believer to the path to God’s
Heavenly Kingdom. Wise use of talents and resources will be reflected in the
believer’s daily efforts and goals of life.

Believers serious about seeking the Kingdom of God make good use of the time
of life and life’s talents and resources. St. Matthew’s Gospel for today verifies that
God rewards those making good use of their talents and resources.

Talents and resources come from God and are to be used in God-pleasing ways.
People with good minds who employ them for unethical or criminal purposes add
to their own defeat and put their souls in peril.

People who procrastinate in making good use of talents and resources deprive
themselves and others of the benefits possible. God is ever-present to guide
believers in making good use of talents and resources.

The Parable of the Talents is a guide for believers to keep in mind as they
progress in life. Reviewing and refining use of talents and resources will enable the
believer to remain firmly on the road to the Kingdom of God and eternal life.

Talents and resources used for the benefit and nourishing of the soul and the
well-being of others are utilized consistent with God’s teachings. Multiplying
talents and resources in beneficial ways enriches the believer and the community.

Talents and resources are to be used in ways pleasing to God. Talents and
resources used well will glorify God. Believers using talents and resources well
have a great appreciation for God and show gratitude.

Believers benefit by assessing if talents and resources have been used in God-
pleasing ways. When sins have been committed in the use of talents and resources,
believers are encouraged to repent and begin life anew in Christ.
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