The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 9:27-35

And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed Him, crying, and saying, Thou
son of David, have mercy on us. And when He was come into the house, the blind men
came to Him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said
unto Him, Yea, Lord. Then touched He their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it
unto you. And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that
no man know it. But they, when they were departed, spread abroad His fame in all that
country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a dumb man possessed with a
devil. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled,
saying, It was never so seen in Israel. But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils
through the prince of the devils. And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people. (KJV)

The two blind men in today’s Gospel asked for mercy from the Lord
Jesus Christ. Jesus responded to their appeal. Jesus opened the eyes of the
blind men.

The faith of the blind men was a factor in their healing. Strong faith and
appeals for mercy work well together. Every person is in need of God’s
mercy throughout life. Strong belief in Jesus Christ is always beneficial.

Jesus’ healing power in the present Gospel extended to the msn possessed
by the devil. The man was unable to speak. Being unable to speak is a severe
condition.

The man unable to speak was possessed by the devil. He was going
through life with this difficult condition. Jesus Christ changed the man’s life
forever. Jesus Christ brought great joy to the man.

When Jesus cast out the devil, the afflicted man was able to speak. The
man had reason to rejoice. Today’s Gospel is filled with joy. Two blind men
were given their sight. A man unable to speak was given a voice.

Jesus Christ’s healing power is always to be in the forefront of believers’
minds. Just as each person needs mercy, each person needs healing of the
soul. We all need the vision of the world as God would have us see it.

We all need voices to speak in ways pleasing to the Lord God. God has
the power to heal our spiritual blindness. God has the power to give a voice
to speak in ways beneficial to our souls.

Jesus’ preaching about the Kingdom is an important part of the present
Gospel. God’s Kingdom is the primary goal of believers. Keeping our eyes
on the path to the Kingdom is necessary throughout life.



Speaking in ways pleasing to the Lord helps us to avoid saying words that
put our souls in peril. God’s mercy has a place in our repentance when we
make statements detrimental to our souls

Repentance throughout life enables us to keep returning to the narrow path
leading to God’s Kingdom. Joy and peace await us in God’s Kingdom. Rest
for the soul 1s found in God’s Kingdom.

We are blessed to hear the Gospel today. We are blessed everyday with
guidance from the Lord Jesus Christ. The hunger in our souls needs divine
nourishment.

Jesus Christ 1s the nourishment available in the Divine Liturgy. The
Gospel is nourishment from Christ. Receiving Jesus’s Precious Body and
Blood satisfies the hunger of the soul.

Each Divine Liturgy is a bridge to the next portion of our lives in the
journey to the Kingdom. The Divine Liturgy helps us to put life in
perspective and to keep life in perspective.

Events occur in daily life which cloud and distort our vision. Words come
out of our mouths which are not intended. Being vigilant is absolutely
necessary if the journey to God’s Kingdom is to be completed.

Believers set out on the journey to the Kingdom at Baptism. The road can
be long, rocky and lonely at times. Injuries to the soul can be frequent. When
the soul is injured, daily functioning is impaired.

Christ’s forgiveness washes away sins. Heartfelt confession leads to
purification of the soul. Love for God is voluntary. Jesus welcomes believers
seeking to repent and begin life anew.

Each person chooses personal goals for life. Chosen goals define the path
to be followed. Chosen goals energize the person. Jesus Christ facilitates the
journey to God’s Kingdom.

Each person decides where to direct his or her eyes. Each person selects
the words to put together in making statements. Life’s journey is determined
by the direction we take.

The words we use affect the conversations we have and the relationships
we develop. Our relationships have an impact on whether we are admitted to
God’s Kingdom.

Each person is created in the image and likeness of God. Our daily
relationships determine whether we really treat each person as being in the
image and likeness of God.

Today is an opportunity to see the image and likeness of God in each
person we meet. Now is the time to speak in ways pleasing to the Lord God.
The Kingdom of God awaits each person seeking to earnestly to enter.
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