The Second Sunday after Pentecost-
Matthew 4:18-23

And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto
them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their
nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets; and he called them. And they immediately left the ship and their father, and
followed him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner
of disease among the people. kiv)

The present Gospel describes Jesus’ call to Peter, Andrew, James and
John to follow Him. Jesus’ call to the four fishermen was sufficiently and
immediately convincing. They left all to follow Jesus Christ.

Each person baptized into Jesus Christ makes a similar decision to follow
Christ. Persons baptized into Christ acknowledge Christ as King and as God.
The complete person is baptized into Jesus Christ and puts on Christ.

Peter, Andrew, James and John devoted their lives to following Jesus
Christ. Each person baptized into Christ is to devote their’ lives to following
Christ.

Jesus Christ 1s present throughout life to guide the believer from the
moment they exist the baptismal font. Jesus taught and guided Peter,
Andrew, Jame and John. Jesus is present to guide and teach all believers.

Being attentive and remaining attentive to Jesus Christ are necessary to
follow, serve and be united with Him. Family members, Kumovi and friends
facilitate believers’ remaining faithful to Christ.

The Church is present from the moment of baptism until departure from
this life. The Church offers nourishment, guidance and direct experience
with Jesus Christ.

The soul hungers for the authenticity existing in Jesus Christ. Peter,
Andrew, James and John sensed the authenticity in Jesus. The four
fishermen left their families and occupations immediately to follow Jesus.

Baptism and all the Holy Mysteries offer authenticity in Jesus Christ.
Hearts, minds and souls open to Christ experience and welcome the
authenticity.

Believers with eyes to see and ears to hear experience Jesus Christ in
daily life. Jesus Christ is experienced in loving relationships in daily life.
Events take place in daily life which are directly due to Jesus Christ.

Today’s reading verifies Jesus taught and preached the Gospel. Jesus
healed all manner of illnesses and diseases. Jesus’ teachings and the Gospel
continue to change and nourish lives. Jesus continues to heal believers.



Following Jesus Christ is manifested in all forms of daily work. Society
needs many different actions to function and give glory of God. All believers
have opportunities to use their talents to God’s glory.

Each workplace, each classroom, each factory holds opportunities for
God’s glory to be manifested. Every relationship is an opportunity for
Christ’s love to bind people with each other.

From the depths of the world’s coal mines to the heights ascended in
spacecrafts, Jesus Christ can come alive in the occupations and relationships
of the workers.

Living in and following Christ manifests joy, peace and forgiveness of
others. The focus on and acknowledgement of personal sin has a permanent
place in the Christian life. Constant repentance is always beneficial.

Each day of life is a gift from God. Each moment of life comes only once
not to return again. Life from God is to be appreciated. God is to be
glorified. Living according to Jesus’ shows appreciation and glorifies God.
Love is the primary message and teaching of Jesus. Jesus Christ spoke of
love of God and love of neighbor. Jesus demonstrated love for all when He
went to the Cross.

Peter, Andrew, James and John showed their love for Jesus when they
followed Him. They proved their love for Jesus in the way they lived. Each
person baptized into Christ will face Jesus at the Last Judgment.

Each person baptized into Christ will answer for the use of the time of
their lives. Repentance is always possible while the mind functions. God is
always ready to hear confessions.

Love is always possible in human relationships. Each person determines
whether he or she will love others including enemies. Forgiveness is not
always easy. Genuine forgiveness brings healing and peace to the soul.

Jesus Christ forgave when He was on the Cross. The Deacon Stephen
forgave those stoning him. Let us learn from and emulate Jesus and Deacon
Stephen in being forgiving.

Let us see in Jesus Christ the authenticity that was convincing to Peter,
Andrew, James and John. May we be faithful to Jesus Christ as King and as
God as we professed at Baptism. May love abound in our daily relationships.
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