The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 14:22-34

And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the
other side, while he sent the multitudes away. And when he had sent the multitudes away, he
went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. But
the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. And in
the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples
saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.
But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter
answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said,
Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.
But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying,
Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto
him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And when they were come into the ship,
the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth

thou art the Son of God. And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret.
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Holy Prophet Elijah
Luke 4:22-30

And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his
mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son? And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto
me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also
here in thy country. And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own
country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the
land; But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that
was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of
them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in the synagogue, when they heard
these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. But he
passing through the midst of them went his way

St Matthew’s Gospel for today verifies the Lord Jesus Christ valued and
practiced personal prayer. The Gospel states Jesus went alone to pray. Jesus’
example of personal prayer has endured through the centuries.

If Jesus the Son of God took time to practice prayer, certainly contemporary
believers can find benefit in personal prayer. Personal prayer is the way to discern
God’s will and the path to take in daily life.

Personal prayer is the way to look to God for guidance in addressing the
challenges of life. Believers need not feel alone in facing life. God is within reach
through personal and corporate prayer.

Prayer helps to reduce problems and challenges in life to manageable size.

God reveals to believers the steps to take in life when believers reach out to the
Lord in prayer.



Being attentive to God and focused in prayer increases effectiveness. Keeping
the heart, mind and soul rooted in the Lord improves the results of prayer. God is
always attentive to the believer.

Today God’s Holy Church is celebrating the Prophet Elijah. Holy Prophet
Elijah was a man of great prayer. He placed full confidence in the Lord at the time
of prayer. Elijjah was resolute when he faced the prophets of Baal.

Eljjah did not doubt when he came before God in prayer. He prayed with great
fervor and full confidence. Serious believers are inspired by the Holy Prophet
Eliah. Faithful believers consistently learn from the Prophet Elijah.

Life is full of challenges. In modern times many individuals are held in high
esteem seeking to capture the hearts and minds of the populace. The Holy Prophet
Elijah and the Lord Jesus Christ have stood out through the centuries.

The Lord Jesus Christ exceeds the measures of time. Holy Prophet Elijah stands
as an irrefutable example for believers to value. God’s Holy Church gives believers
direct experience with Jesus Christ in the Holy Mysteries and Divine services.

The Church teaches about the Prophet Elijah and celebrates the Prophet Elijah on
more than one occasion. The time of earthly life is limited. Wise individuals take
time to focus on Jesus Christ and seek experiences with Jesus Christ.

The Holy Prophet Eljjah is a fervent intercessor before the Lord and a great
benefactor of those praying to him. The Church celebrates life’s lessons embodied
in the Prophet Elijah.

Believers do well to look beyond the shallowness prevalent in today’s world.
Value exists in the eternal found in Jesus Christ. St. Matthew’s Gospel for today
identifies Jesus as the Son of God.

The Holy Prophet Elijjah in standing against the false prophets of Baal proved the
authenticity of the God to whom he prayed. Believers will always experience
authenticity in Jesus Christ.

God’s Holy Church provides authenticity. The world offers shallow alternatives
in life. The Church offers the path to God’s Kingdom and eternal life. Elijah and
Moses stood beside the Transfigured Christ summoning all to consider the Lord.

Today’s Divine Liturgy is a blessing for all actively participating. Each attentive
participant experiences the Lord Jesus Christ. Each believer with eyes to see and
ears to hear will learn about the Holy Prophet Elijah and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now is the time to give thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ. Today is the day to pray
with resolute fervor. The Lord Jesus Christ is ever-present and full of love for each
person. Through the prayers of Holy Prophet Elijah, Lord Jesus Christ save us!
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