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                                               The Great Feast of Pentecost  
            John 7:37-52, 8:12 
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto Me, and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water.  (But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) Many of the people therefore, 
when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet.  Others said, This is the Christ. But some 
said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of 
David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? So there was a division among the people 
because of Him. And some of them would have taken Him; but no man laid hands on Him. Then came the 
officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought Him?  The 
officers answered, Never man spake like this Man. Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also 
deceived? Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on Him? But this people who knoweth not 
the law are cursed. Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth 
our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth?  They answered and said unto him, 
Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. Then spake Jesus again 
unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life. (KJV) 
      God’s Holy Church has arrived at the Great Feast of Pentecost. The Descent of the Holy 
Spirit is prominent in the minds of attentive believers.  Believers are mindful of the Holy Spirit 
entering into the lives of the Holy Apostles. 
     The Holy Apostles were strengthened and enlivened. Each person baptized into Christ is 
sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is ever present and fillest all things. 
Prayers to the Holy Spirit begin the Divine Liturgy. 
      Prayers to the Holy Spirit open meetings of the Church. Each time a person signs themself 
with the Sign of the Cross, the Holy Spirit comes to mind. Belief in the Holy Spirit is professed 
at Baptism and at each Divine Liturgy when The Creed is recited.  
     Love for the Holy Spirit is integral to the faithful believer ‘s life. Gratitude to the Holy Spirit 
has a part in each responsible believer’s life.  Life is challenging and ever-changing as the person 
grows and matures. 
    Increased appreciation for the Holy Spirit has a place in each person’s life with the passing of 
time. The gift of life is inseparable from the Holy Spirit. Believers with faculty of mind will 
sense the presence of the Holy Spirit. Earthly life exists due to the actions of the Divine. 
    Humans seeking to understand life will devote focused interest in the Holy Spirit. The Church 
is where to continue to learn about the Holy Spirit.  The Gospel for today speaks about living 
water which is associated with the Holy Spirit. 
    The Lord Jesus spoke of this living water. Jesus spoke like no other speaker. Jesus’ words 
known through history in the Church empower, renew and guide lives. Jesus Christ is the Light 
that overcomes darkness.  
   Persons thirsting for peace and authenticity in the soul find it in Jesus Christ. There is no need 
to look beyond the Church to bring satisfaction to the soul  The Church offers the most complete 
experience with the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
   The Divine services of the Church and the Holy Mysteries offer the path to God’s Heavenly 
Kingdom and eternal life. The Church is a foretaste of the Kingdom. The Church unites the 
believer with the Divine.  
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   The Church helps the believer to repel all that tarnishes, pollutes and corrupts the soul. The 
Church offers the Divine nourishment necessary for life on earth and for life eternal. Believers 
are strengthened to address life’s challenges when participating in the life of the Church. 
    When darkness appears on the path to Gods Kingdom, the Lord Jesus Christ is present to 
guide the believer. Reaching out in prayer ignites the guiding Light of Christ. Having strong faith 
keeps the believer resolute in seeking the Kingdom. 
    The power of the Holy Spirit is capable of leading the believer forward and overcoming any 
trepidation. Confidence in the Holy Trinity is gained through experience. Proof of the Holy 
Trinity is everywhere to be found.  
    The Church enlightens believers on the Holy Trinity. The Church is the path from Baptism to 
the Heavenly Kingdom. Believers find in the Church the necessary and enlightening references 
to the Holy Trinity. Growth and maturity in the Church are expected throughout life. 
    Growth need never cease while the mind functions well. The Holy Spirit is within reach when 
the mind, heart and soul combine in strong faith. Each person chooses the degree he or she will 
participate in the life of the Church. 
   Each person decides whether to live actively in Christ. Daily decisions determine whether a 
person remains true to the faith professed at Holy Baptism. Growth in Christ entails embracing 
Christ as known in the Church. 
   Growth requires the nourishment for the heart, mind and soul available in the Church. No 
growth occurs without the work of the Holy Spirit. God’s grace and love for each person enable 
growth to occur.  
    When perilous decisions to the soul are made, the loving God welcomes the person choosing 
to repent.    Jesus’ Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension engage all the person’s best human 
faculties. 
     Earthly life is not sufficient to learn all there is to learn from Jesus’ Crucifixion, Resurrection 
and Ascension. Each person is wise to prepare foe Jesus’ return and the Great and Final 
Judgment. 
    Prayers to the Holy Spirit help the seeker to stay faithful to the Lord’s teachings and the path 
to the Heavenly Kingdom. Time in life is to be used wisely and carefully. Each moment exists 
only once and is not repeated.  
    Wasting time demonstrates a lack of gratitude to God for the gift of life. Glorifying God in 
earthly life reveals appreciation for the gift of life. The Holy Spirit is ever-present to help 
believers seeking ways to live in glory to God. Today and every day  give glory to God. 
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