The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 22:1-14

And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The kingdom of heaven is
like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, And sent forth his servants to call
them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other
servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and
my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light of it,
and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: And the remnant took his
servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But when the king heard thereof, he was
wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.
Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not
worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So
those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both
bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. And when the king came in to see the
guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend,
how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the
king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer
darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.
(KIv)

The Lord God provides a feast at each Divine Liturgy. The Lord invites
individuals to attend out of goodness and love. At each precious moment of
life the Lord invites persons seeking peace in heart, mind and soul to draw near.

Throughout the day many persons known to the Lord reject the invitations to
draw near. The Lord calls individuals through the centuries to participate in the
Divine celebrations of great joy.

Wedding feasts are intended to be joyful celebrations. The king wanted his son
and guests to experience the joy of the occasion. The Son of God is joyful when
believers respond to the invitation to draw near.

Believers feel great joy when saying “yes” and participating in Divine
celebrations. The Lord’s welcoming of individuals coming to celebrate is an
expression of Divine love for each person.

Persons initially called to celebrate are not always receptive. The Lord’s
invitation is often firmly declined. The Church exists until Jesus Christ’s Second
Coming and welcomes those readily drawing near.

If persons born into the Faith decline to participate, others newly invited guests
willingly accept the invitation and find wholeness, health and salvation. God’s
Church offers peace, joy and love to those with welcoming hearts.

Many are baptized into Christ and put on Christ at an early age. Of those
baptized into Christ, only a percentage continue to say “yes” to Christ’s invitations.
Many baptized into Christ fail to say “yes” in the years after Baptism.



Those believers failing to to say “yes” to Jesus Christ often take different paths
leading far from God’s Kingdom. Today’s Gospel verifies the Lord’s love and
willingness to share joy with those invited to the feast.

The Lord offers a celebration of great joy at each Divine Liturgy. Rarely does
everyone in attendance respond to the invitation to draw near. Respect and love for
the Lord God are demonstrated by saying “yes” to the Lord’s invitations.

Self-evaluation reveals if the belief in Jesus Christ as King and as God professed
at Baptism is resolute throughout life. The present Gospel confirms there are
individuals willing to accept the invitation.

Each person decides as they go through life whether to accept the Lord’s
invitations. The path from the Baptismal font to the Lord’s Kingdom can be very
long. Continuous joy in the life necessitates always saying “yes” to Christ.

The path to God’s Kingdom is filled with temptations and perils to the soul.
Countless reasons will appear in individuals’ minds urging the person to say “no:
to the Lord’s invitations.

Reassuring love, joy and peace exist in the Lord. Repeatedly saying “yes” to the
Lord enables the believer to remain on the narrow path to the Kingdom. The Lord
nourishes believers through repeated calls to Divine celebrations.

The Lord’s invitations go out to those willing to believe in ways set forth at
Holy Baptism. Believers having said ‘no” to Christ’s invitations while living
always have the opportunity to repent and begin saying “yes”.

The people accepting the king’s invitation to the wedding feast in today’s
Gospel shared in the king’s joy for his son. Believers drawing near to partake of
Jesus’ Body and Blood bring joy to the Lord and to themselves.

Each Gospel lesson measures the attentive believer’s faith. Each Gospel reading
spurs self-examination. Believers are to remain united with Jesus Christ throughout
life.

Believers are to grow in Christ from the moment of exiting the Baptismal font
until departure from this life. Those with ears to hear will welcome and perceive
the God’s call at each moment of life.

Believers with willing hearts, minds and souls want to remain resolute and say
“yes” to the Lord’s invitations. Thank God for offering the invitations to draw
near.to share in Divine peace, love and joy.
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