The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 8:28-9:1

And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two
possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by
that way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of
God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time? And there was a good way off from
them an herd of many swine feeding. So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out,
suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. And he said unto them, Go. And when they were
come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently
down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters. And they that kept them fled, and
went their ways into the city, and told everything, and what was befallen to the possessed of the
devils. And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they
besought him that he would depart out of their coasts. And he entered into a ship, and passed
over, and came into his own city. kJv)

The current Gospel verifies Jesus Christ’s powers over devils that appear in
life. The devils in the current Gospel were fierce and blocked those who would
pass by. Jesus confronted the devils and sent them to their destruction.

Devils arise on the roads of daily life. Devils can embody an employer who
blocks employees from advancement. Devils can possess spouses who are abusive
and attempt to prevent their partners from growing in life.

Devils are found in many different roadways of life. They might possess a
neighbor or an elected official. Jesus Christ is the way to deal with devils
appearing in life. Jesus destroyed the fear of death when He rose from the Tomb.

Jesus demonstrated His power over the devils in the current Gospel. The Church
wants believers to learn the lesson of Jesus’ power over devils. The Church wants
believers to have open access to the path of life to the Heavenly Kingdom.

The Gospel is proclaimed in each Divine Liturgy to nourish the souls of
believers. Believers experience Jesus Christ directly when being attentive to the
Gospel and taking the Gospel to heart.

Each Divine Liturgy is an opportunity to be nourished and grow in Jesus Christ.
Believers fully participating in the Divine Liturgy are more Christ-like when they
leave than when they entered the Church.

Christ fills the participating believer during the Divine Liturgy. Christ unites
with the receptive heart, mind and soul during the Divine Liturgy. The Divine
Liturgy is life-changing and life-transforming.

The opportunities for growth in Jesus Christ are unending. The saints and
martyrs demonstrate the value of complete commitment to Jesus Christ. The saints’
lives witness to the transforming and enlightening power of Jesus Christ.

Believers dealing with devils in daily life find in Jesus Christ the way to move
forward with certainty. Jesus Christ shows believers the path forward in life.

Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth and the life...” (Jn." 14:6)



Freedom to travel the road to God’s Kingdom and eternal life exists through
maintaining unity with Christ. Believers united with Christ follow the path
illumined by Christ.

God provides through the Church the nourishment, strength and guidance to
follow the path to the Kingdom with certainty. The Church offers believers the
way to access the direct road to the Kingdom when passages are blocked.

The present Gospel offers hope to believers feeling blocked in their journey to
God’s Kingdom. Jesus Christ is always present to help believers find the way
forward in life.

Today’s Divine Liturgy is taking place on Sunday. Each Sunday is a celebration
of and reminder of Jesus Christ’s Resurrection. Jesus defeated death and
established the power of hope that is always to prevail.

Hope empowers believers to move forward in life with great anticipation. Hope
combines with anticipatory joy. Hope increases personal motivation. Hope
empowers the believer with resoluteness and action.

Christ is the foundation of hope. Christ is the goal of believers maintaining
hope, seeking the Heavenly Kingdom and eternal life. Last week St. Lazarus and
the Martyrs of Kosovo were remembered for choosing the Heavenly Kingdom.

Everyday choices are made in life. Life’s choices determine if the Heavenly
Kingdom and eternal life are primary goals. The world is full of perils blocking the
path to the Kingdom. Jesus is always present to ensure the path is open.

Believers with eyes to see will find the way to journey to the Heavenly Kingdom
and eternal life. Today’s Gospel verifies the path to the Kingdom is opened by
Jesus Christ.

Honest self-examination helps believers determine the path forward in life. The
Gospel enlightens and points the way for believers. Heeding the message of the
Gospel at each Divine Liturgy keeps the believer on the path to the Kingdom.

Thank God for the Church proclaiming the Gospel. Thank God for the freedom
to hear the Gospel and worship God in freedom. Rejoice each time the Gospel is
proclaimed.

Rejoice always in Jesus Christ. The life in Christ is freely chosen. Remaining on
the path to the Kingdom involves personal choices. The Church helps believers to
make sound choices in daily life leading to the Kingdom.
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