The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 22:35-46
Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting Him, and saying,
Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of
Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David. He saith unto them, How
then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on
my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how
is he his son? And no man was able to answer Him a word, neither durst any man from
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Synaxis of Serbian Saints
Matthew 4:14-19

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all
that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
worksc and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Think not that I am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. «iv)

We gather in each Divine Liturgy to pray and worship the Lord God. We
come to the Divine Liturgy to learn and experience God directly. We are
nourished by the Liturgy’s content and Jesus’ Precious Body and Blood.

Believers are expected to be active and attentive participants in the
Divine Liturgy. The Divine Liturgy is a foretaste of God’s Kingdom. The
Divine Liturgy is the path to God’s Kingdom.

Today’s Gospel of St. Matthew reminds believers to love the Lord God
with all the heart, mind and soul. Jesus Christ wants believers to love their
neighbors as they love themselves.

During the course of each day and throughout life the challenge exists to
love the Lord God with the full heart, mind and soul. Much competes for the
believer’s attention and effort on a daily basis.

Personal human relationships with the individuals in our lives are to
conform with the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Love of neighbor is a
constant expectation for Christ’s followers.

World leaders claiming to be followers of Jesus Christ do well to heed
today’s Gospel about love of neighbor. There might be less war if world
leaders took today’s Gospel to heart.



The world is challenging for every living person. Evil and temptations to
the soul are everywhere present. The discerning believer needs to navigate
the narrow path from the Baptismal font to God’s Kingdom.

The Church provides the nourishment and directions to travel throughout
life. Care of the soul is of paramount importance. Believers are to put on the
whole armor of God as they travel to the Kingdom. (ephesians 6:11)

Care of the soul 1s of utmost importance. Priorities established in life
should be directly related to care, protection and nourishment of the soul
The soul is most precious and merits constant care and protection.

Today we celebrate the Synaxis of the Serbian Saints. We are an integral
part of the canonical Serbian Orthodox Church. We are blessed by the
presence of the Serbian Saints accessible to us through prayer.

\ Today we celebrate and give thanks for the Serbian Saints that have
provided inspiring leadership, example and instruction. The Serbian Saints
serve as intercessors before the Lord in behalf of believers everywhere.

The Church takes time each year to remember and celebrate the Serbian
Saints. Believers owe the Serbian Saints a great debt of gratitude for their
lasting and continuous contributions.

We have reason to rejoice because of the great treasury of saints. The
saints of the Church have opened the pathways to God’s Kingdom. The
saints have defended the way of the Lord and the Lord’s teachings.

The saints have proven the value of commitment to the Lord.

Jesus Christ shines through the lives of the saints and enlightens the path to
the Kingdom. Attentive believers value the saints.

A new Church Year begins tomorrow. Church Schools are beginning
classes of instruction. Believers are to continue learning throughout earthly
life. There is much to learn to continue to grow in Christ.

A single lifetime is not sufficient to learn all that can be learned in Christ.
Growth in Christ is unlimited. Saints have provided examples of advanced
learning in Christ.

Thank God for the Divine Liturgy today. Thank God for the Serbian Saints
presently being celebrated. Thank God for the new Church Year. May today
be a day of great joy and renewal in the life in Jesus Christ.
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