The Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious Life-GIving Cross
John 19: 6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35

When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him,
crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.
The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made
himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;
And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave
him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I
have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have
no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me
unto thee hath the greater sin. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth,
and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew,
Gabbatha .And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto
the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him.
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king
but Caesar. Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and
led him away. And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which
is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either
side one, and Jesus in the midst. And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing
was Jesus Of Nazareth The King Of The Jews. This title then read many of the Jews: for the
place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek,
and Latin. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple
standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to
the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be
fulfilled, saith, I thirst. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation,
that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an
high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken
away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified
with him .But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his
legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood
and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith
true, that ye might believe. xiv)

Believers are blessed to gather today to celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of
the Precious Life-Giving Cross. The Cross sits in the middle of the church
throughout this week.

The Cross has a prominent place in believers’ minds throughout their lives.
Believers experienced the Sign of the Cross at their Baptism. Believers enter the
church under the Cross prominently atop the dome.

Believers benefit from centuries of history about the Cross. Jesus Christ’s
voluntary death upon the Cross verified His Divinity and power over death. The

lessons of the Cross are compelling, life-changing and life-enriching.



Unconquerable joy came into the world through Jesus’ ascending the Cross. The
pain and agony Jesus experienced on the Cross and His ultimate death soon led to
Jesus’ glorious Resurrection.

The joy of the Resurrection leads believers through the darkest days of their
lives. Serbian believers know of St. Nikolai celebrating the great joy of Pascha at
the Dachau concentration camp.

Singing “Christ is Risen!” at burials of loved ones after singing “Memory
Eternal” puts death and life in perspective. Jesus Christ’s Cross introduced the
certainty of the “death of death” and the promise of life eternal.

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross is a celebration of joy in the Liturgical
Year. The life in Christ is a life of joy even in moments of great sorrow. Jesus
Christ on the Cross verified that joy is capable of rising from pain and sorrow.

Believers greet each other on Pascha with the joyous messages: “Christ is
Risen!” The message “Christ is Risen!” is at the foundation of the Christian faith.
Believers die with Christ and rise with Christ at Baptism.

All the Holy Mysteries of the Church result in joy! The Cross has a place in all
the Holy Mysteries. Believers signing themselves with the Cross are empowered
and directed to face life’s challenges.

The hunger of the soul is addressed through the Sign of the Cross. The challenges
of life are met through the Sign of the Cross. Love is best defined by the Sign
of the Cross.

Christ’s Love for each person is verified by His voluntary death on the Cross.
The believer expresses personal love for Jesus Christ when making the Sign of the
Cross!

The Great Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross is rooted in history. History is
shaped by and rooted in the Cross. Believers know the Crucified and Resurrected
Christ will return for the Great and Final Judgment.

The Cross gives believers’ strength to face each day and to prepare for the final
judgment. Two prisoners were at Jesus’ side when He was on the Cross. One
prisoner was wise enough to turn to Christ and ask to be remembered.. Luke23:42)

At the Great Entrance during the Divine Liturgy the Lord is beseeched to
remember in His Kingdom those that are mentioned. Believers benefit by
remembering the love of Christ expressed on the Cross.

Grateful believers continually remember Jesus’ love on the Cross and
demonstrate gratitude. Everyday thank God for the love shown on the Cross.
Rejoice and give thanks always to the Crucified and Resurrected Jesus Christ!

The Great Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious Life-Giving Cross.
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