The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 14:14-22

And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them,
and He healed their sick. And when it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, This is a
desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the
villages, and buy themselves victuals. But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye
them to eat. And they say unto Him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring
them hither to Me. And He commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five
loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, He blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves
to His disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they
took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were about
five thousand men, beside women and children. And straightway Jesus constrained His disciples
to get into a ship, and to go before Him unto the other side, while He sent the multitudes away.
(KIV)

The Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils

John 17:1-13

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified
thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father,
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.
I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they
were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all
things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto them the words which
thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee,
and they have believed that thou didst send me. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for
them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine;
and [ am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that
they may be one, as we are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those
that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the
scripture might be fulfilled. And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that
they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

Today’s Gospel from St. Matthew describes Jesus’ ability to feed and nourish
the hungry. Jesus fed the five thousand with five loaves and two fish. Jesus feeds
Christians throughout the world at each Divine Liturgy with His Body and Blood.

Down through the centuries Jesus has been feeding hungry souls with His
Precious Body and Blood. Jesus’ words have nourished hungry souls, hearts and
minds since the time Jesus walked the earth.

Just as God provided for the people of Israel in the wilderness when they needed
food and drink, the Lord God provides for the hungry today turning to Him in
faith. The Lord God is within reach of the hungry of heart, mind and soul.



Today’s Gospel of St. John describes Jesus being a teacher. Eternal life is
described St. John’s Gospel as knowing the true God and Jesus Christ. Each day is
an opportunity to seek through Jesus Christ the Kingdom of God and eternal life.

Each Divine Liturgy the Lord God teaches and nourishes believers around the
world. The Lord’s inexhaustible love for humanity is manifested at every moment
of every century.

Jesus demonstrated great love for the multitude gathering around Him in today’s
Gospel. Jesus’ love for all is epitomized in His voluntarily going to the Cross and
His glorious Resurrection.

Each day believers have the opportunity to reach out to Jesus in faith. Each day
believers have the opportunity to learn from Jesus in the Church. Jesus is ever-
present for those seeking nourishment of soul and body.

Joy arises within the believer when the Gospel is taken to heart. Joy permeates
the believer when partaking of the Precious Body and Blood of Christ. The five
thousand people fed in today’s Gospel experienced joy in Jesus Christ.

The disciples witnessing the feeding of the five thousand were blessed to be
present. The disciples saw with their very joyful eyes the miracle-working power
of Jesus Christ.

Believers with eyes to see will witness Jesus’ miracle-working each day of life.
Each breath, each heartbeat, each thought is a miracle of God. Every moment of
life is a miracle of God.

The sun rising each day is a miracle of God. The rain and the waters of the
rivers, oceans and creeks are miracles of God. The trees and plants and animals are
miracles of God.

Behold the miracles of God everyday and give abundant thanks to God. Let us
take time to look beyond ourselves to the glory of God in Creation. Today is the
time to thank God for our lives and the world God has created.

Now is the time to determine honestly if we are living according to God’s
intended purpose. Jesus’s teachings in the Gospel show us the path forward to
God’s Kingdom and eternal life. We all are called to abide by Jesus’ teachings
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