
 
                                        The Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 
                                                                 Luke 8:26-39 
And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.  And when He 
went forth to land, there met Him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and 
ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried out, 
and fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, thou 
Son of God most high? I beseech Thee, torment me not.  (For He had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with 
chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 
And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were 
entered into him. And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the  
deep. And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought 
him that He would suffer them to enter into them. And He suffered them.  Then went the devils 
out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the 
lake, and were choked.  When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and 
told it in the city and in the country.  Then they went out to see what was done; and came to 
Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. They also which saw it told them by what 
means he that was possessed of the devils was healed.  Then the whole multitude of the country 
of the Gadarenes round about besought Him to depart from them; for they were taken with great 
fear: and He went up into the ship, and returned back again.  Now the man out of whom the 
devils were departed besought Him that he might be with Him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his 
way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him. (KJV) 

              The present Gospel offers hope for every person. Families with a member or 
friend possessed with the devil find hope in this Gospel. The Lord Jesus Christ has 
power to drive the devil out of possessed individuals. 
       Believers may encounter the devil and at times may feel overcome with the 
wiles of the devil. Jesus Christ is the solution for the devil to be expelled and 
overpowered during any encounter. 
         Families having a member or friend possessed by the devil often suffer 
enduring pain in the search for solutions. Jesus Christ offers hope, assurance and 
guidance for families in their time of need. 
        Jesus Christ is the reassuring presence for families determining what to do 
with a son or daughter, mother or father who is possessed by the devil. Family 
members need not feel alone in their struggle and search for a solution. 
      The present Gospel states the man was possessed for a long time. A family 
member may be affected by the devil for an extended period. Family life changes 
when a member is afflicted by the devil. 
     Relationships can become tense. Interactions can be very heated or 
unpredictable. Fear of violence may arise when dealing with a possessed family 
member or friend. Physical damage may occur in the home. 



     Hope is not to be cast aside. The Church offers prayers for dealing with afflicted 
individuals. The Gospel provides assurance that Jesus Christ has the power to 
make a difference. 
      Families with afflicted members will benefit from the support of the parish 
priest and parishioners. Time and patience may be needed before the devil’s hold 
on a person is removed. 
     The love and support of the parish priest and parishioners help families through 
difficult times with a devil- afflicted member. Showing love to the afflicted person 
may reduce the severity of erratic behavior. 
     Difficult decisions need to be made from time to time in treating devil-afflicted 
persons. God’s Holy Church provides the environment for believers to thoroughly 
consider the best alternatives to be taken. 
    Coming to the quiet of the church gives families the time to think clearly and 
prayerfully on problems they are facing. Special prayer services held for an 
afflicted member may provide temporary relief.  
    The Church is always present. The Lord God is always present. Believers 
needing guidance in dealing with issues with the devil for the self or a family 
member benefit by turning to God in the church for wisdom and guidance. 
     The priest serving certain Akathists will give comfort and direction to 
struggling families. Despair has no place in the Christian life. Jesus Christ 
triumphed over death. Jesus Christ has power over the devil. 
     Hopeful believers are encouraged to continue to search for solutions with 
difficult afflicted family members or friends. The Church has a rich and extensive 
repository of triumphs with devil-afflicted persons. 
    The present Gospel is proclaimed every year. Hope abounds in the Church. Hope 
is synonymous with and is centered in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ made the 
difference in the present Gospel message. Jesus Christ always makes a difference. 
    Thank God for the wisdom in proclaiming this message annually. Thank God for 
hope existing for those struggling and in need. Hope empowers individuals to keep 
searching and carefully thinking about the best actions to take. 
    The Gospel offers light in the darkest moments of life. The Gospel provides 
direction. Jesus Christ demonstrated in the present Gospel that eventually the devil 
is overcome. Jesus Christ triumphs over the devil. Peace and healing occur! 
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