The Twenty Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 12:16-21

And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room
where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou
hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God. ®v)

Believers gather in God’s Holy Church each Sunday to worship the Lord God
and to seek the salvation of their souls. Believers come to church, to pray and to
learn more about the Lord God.

Many believers come to church to seek help with personal issues in their lives.
A believer or family member may have a serious illness. A son or daughter may
have wayward behavior. Help from God is needed when concerns arise.

Believers hear from the Lord in the proclamation of the Gospel. Believers
experience the Lord in the Gospel’s proclamation. The Lord enters the believer
when he or she partakes of Jesus Christ’s Precious Body and Blood.

The present Gospel focuses on the importance of each moment of life. Life
comes from God. Believers are expected to constantly express gratitude toward
God for life and the goodness of life.

A person never knows when earthly life will end. The present Gospel
emphasizes the importance of being rich toward God. Earthly life may end
suddenly. The person may not have given sufficient care of his or her soul.

Care of the soul begins at Holy Baptism. The soul is to be cared for throughout
life. The way a person uses the time and treasures of life reflects and determines
the care of the soul. Daily choices reflect whether care of the soul is sincere.

Worldly life offers varied uses of time and treasures that have nothing to do with
the care of the soul. There are countless worldly encouragements to acquire earthly
wealth beyond human need or necessity that have nothing to do with God.

The rich man in the current Gospel had more than he needed. His abundance
was great. He still wanted more. We meet in life individuals who seek material
accumulations of wealth to the detriment of family and personal relationships.

Since December 6, 1999 I have been asked to be a part of the Robena Mine
Memorial in Carmichaels, Pennsylvania. On December 6, 1962, thirty-seven
miners went to work and suddenly lost their lives in a mining disaster.

More than a hundred thousand miners have lost their lives unexpectedly. They
were normal hard-working human beings seeking to earn a living. Their families
and friends suffered. They went to work not knowing it would be their last day.



Many of our parishes are in communities where steel is or was the primary
industry. Deaths and injuries in factories continue to occur. Care of the soul cannot
be over-emphasized. Death can come suddenly. Believers must be prepared.

Being rich toward God is to show deep gratitude to God for life and the
blessings of life. Each breath, each thought, each movement of the body is cause to
thank God. People wake up each day not knowing if it will be their last day.

We all know persons nearby who are suffering. Reaching out with a kind word
or gesture to someone who is suffering is a way to show gratitude to God and to
care for the soul. Jesus Christ identifies with those who suffer. (Mt, 25:31-46)

The present Gospel is reason to personally examine the use of time and treasures
of life. Do we give of ourselves in ways showing gratitude toward God? Do we
seek to indulge ourselves to excess and neglect being good towards God?

Do we share our wealth of time and talent with our parish church or do we spend
it in mays having nothing to do with the Lord God? Time studies are common in
industry. How we spend our time reveals how much we love and thank God.

The nature of our relationships reflects the sincere interest we have in caring for
the soul. Fathers or mothers who work unnecessarily long hours to accumulate
wealth and neglect their children do so at the peril of their souls.

Husbands and wives who focus on personal activities and pleasures and neglect
their spouses do so at the peril to their souls. Marriages in the church are centered
and formed in Christ. Jesus Christ is to be at the center of the marital relationship.

Jesus Christ 1s to be the focus of each believer’s relationships. Material wealth
and interests are to be pursued and valued in accord with Jesus Christ’s teachings.
The Gospel is read in the Divine Liturgy to keep believers focused on Christ.

The journey from the Baptismal font to departure from this life involves constant
focus on the soul. When life diverts from the narrow path to God’s Kingdom,
believers have opportunities to repent and return to the narrow way.

The Church is now in the Nativity Fast. The Nativity Fast encourages believers
to ensure Jesus Christ is primary in life. Preparing the soul in purity to celebrate
Jesus Christ’s birth is intended by honoring the Nativity Fast.

Treating each day in being rich toward God is the way to care for the soul. The
Lord God will rejoice when believers repent during the Nativity Fast. Believers
confessing their sins and using their wealth for the glory of God will be at peace.
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