The Twenty Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 13:10-17

And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And, behold, there was a woman
which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift
up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art
loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made
straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because
that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which
men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. The Lord
then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his
ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the sabbath day? And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed:
and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him. xiv)

The present Gospel reading describes the miracle performed by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Jesus healed the woman with the infirmity that had affected her for eighteen
years. Jesus was compassionate and merciful toward the suffering woman.

Jesus Christ continues to perform miracles to the present day. Believers with
eyes to see will acknowledge the miracles in their daily lives. I recently heard of a
miracle from a man with a desperate need.

The man was a college student. He suddenly lost his financial support and the
way his tuition was being paid. The man reached out to God for help. The same
day he received a job and assistance with his tuition. This was a miracle.

Jesus Christ’s power to change lives for the better happens every day. Lives
change for the better take place when believers reach out in faith seeking help
from Jesus Christ. Miracles occur when believers repent, confess and commune.

. Everyone has afflictions and infirmities of the soul. Jesus Christ makes the
difference when believers reach out in faith and hope. Jesus Christ brings healing
to believers.

When the soul is healed of afflictions, the believer is empowered with new vigor.
The believer’s life is renewed when Jesus Christ grants forgiveness. The woman in
the Gospel stood erect when Jesus released her from the bonds of Satan.

Infirmities of the soul affect a person’s demeanor. Joy in life is absent when sin
abounds in the believer. Believers bound by Satan are limited by the bonds of sin.
When Jesus frees the believer of sin, zest is restored to life.

Persons forgiven in confession and partaking of the Precious Body and Blood of
Christ experience healing. Christ’s forgiveness and Jesus’ Body and Blood entering
the believer restores health to the soul and gives peace to the body.

The journey to God’s Kingdom and eternal life are long. Believers serious about
their faith in God experience countless miracles. God is due gratitude for the
miracles occurring in life.



Being freed of sin through repentance, confession and communion inspire
thanking and glorifying God. Being relieved of the bonds of sin is certainly a
miracle performed by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ’s Precious Body and Blood entering the believer’s body during the
Divine Liturgy is to be greatly valued. Believers do well to be grateful for the
miracles of Confession and Communion.

The Gospel is proclaimed at each Divine Liturgy for believers to focus on the
Lord God. Believers learn beneficially for the body and soul from the Gospel
readings. Believers are strengthened and renewed by the Gospel.

Jesus Christ’s love is manifested through the Gospel. Jesus Christ’s life and
teachings are made known through the Gospel. Believers’ lives are enriched when
the Gospel is incorporated in their daily lives.

The woman healed in the Gospel was able to continue with the rest of her life
in a new way. She was able to see the world differently. Her life was totally
changed by Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ changes lives when persons confess their sins and partake of Jesus’
Precious Body and Blood. The Church is in the Nativity Fast now. Confessing sins
and receiving Communion are encouraged during the Nativity Fast.

The woman with the infirmity in the Gospel was valued by Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ values every person. Jesus Christ is present for each person to turn for
healing of soul and body.

The present Gospel inspires believers to place firm faith in Jesus Christ
when seeking healing of soul and body. Sins affect the health of the soul and body.
Jesus Christ has the power to heal the soul and body.

The present Gospel indicates the woman was bound by Satan for eighteen
years. Jesus Christ is greater in power than Satan. Jesus demonstrated His power
when He freed the woman from Satan’s bondage.

Jesus Christ 1s always present to free believers from bonds of Satan. Too many
people are bound by Satan. Remaining in bondage by Satan is unnecessary.
Freedom exists in Jesus Christ. Freedom is always available in Christ.

Believers choose daily whether to seek freedom in Christ and to seek health of
soul and body. Jesus Christ’s forgiveness of the believer’s sins heals the soul and
improves the condition of the body.
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