
 
                           The Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 
                                              Luke 16:19-31 
There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day:  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of 
sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the 
dogs came and licked his sores.  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;  And in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, 
remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: 
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  And beside all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they 
pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment.  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and 
the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. (KJV) 

             Repentance is a prominent theme in the present Gospel. The rich man 
suffered greatly after he departed this life. While he lived in luxury, he paid no 
attention to the poor Lazarus living near him. 
        Our salvation is intertwined with our neighbors. The disparity between 
Lazarus and the rich which existed prior to their death was great. The rich man had 
a narrow vision of life. He paid no attention to the suffering Lazarus. 
          Suffering neighbors exist near everyone. Poverty does not only mean 
material wealth. Some neighbors nearby will suffer from the need for food. Some 
neighbors will suffer from the need for kindness and concerned attention. 
        Attentive believers with eyes to see will notice the demeanor of individuals 
met in daily life. Perceptive believers will notice a person needs a kind word and is 
suffering in some way that requires an act of Christian love. 
      Parishes do well when being attentive to their surroundings. Parishes engaged 
in acts of kindness with their neighborhoods strengthen the community. Parishes 
manifesting Jesus Christ in relationships with neighbors in need provide healing. 
     The current Gospel emphasizes the value of Moses and the prophets. Abraham 
told the suffering rich man that his brothers could learn from Moses and the 
prophets. Believers with open hearts benefit when hearing about Moses and the 
prophets in the Divine services of the Church. 
     Each person is challenged daily to refrain from personal sin. Each person 
chooses daily whether to focus completely on Jesus Christ as Guide and Goal.  
Jesus Christ is present in the people we see each day. 



     Jesus Christ identifies with the people we meet each day. The Gospel teaches 
treatment of the sick, hungry, needy and stranger among us is treatment of Christ. 
(Mt.25:31-46) The present Gospel impels believers to honestly assess daily relationships. 
           Do we honestly open our hearts, minds and souls to the needy in our midst? 
Do we go about blind as did the rich man in the Gospel? Do we see the suffering 
person next to us on the job, in the parish or in our neighborhood? 
           Beng a Christian involves acting like Jesus Christ in our relationships. 
Being a Christian includes the responsibility to put into action Jesus Christ’s 
teachings. Christians are to see Christ in each person. 
       Christ is to be visible and tangible in the actions of people calling themselves 
Christians. At Holy Baptism believers “put on Christ.” At Holy Baptism believers 
commit to following Jesus Christ. 
      Following Jesus Christ seriously occurs when Christ’s love rests in the heart, 
mind and soul of the believer and is a part of each daily relationship. The present 
Gospel expects each believer to assess his or her neighborly relationships. 
      When we ignore the suffering existing nearby, we condemn ourselves to the 
path of the rich man in the Gospel. When we fail to reach out and act to help a 
person suffering from the need for nourishment, we a no better than the rich man. 
      God’s Holy Church keeps the focus on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church is 
where believers learn about, from and experience Jesus Christ. The Resurrected 
Christ is ever-present. Christ will return for the Great and Final Judgment. 
      Individuals of every century will face Jesus Christ at the Final Judgment. 
Believers are behooved to see Jesus Christ in each person in daily life. If the rich 
man in the Gospel was attentive to Lazarus, his life’s outcome would be better. 
     Every person has a certain amount of wealth. Sharing personal wealth with the 
needy in our midst benefits each person. The rich man in the Gospel had more than 
he ever needed. 
      Lazarus would have suffered less in earthly life if the rich man showed 
compassion on him. Believers with eyes to see appreciate opportunities to help the 
needy in everyday life. 
     Jesus Christ’s love is manifested and made real when believers called Christian 
help the needy in daily life. Healthy parishes are strengthened when active in 
helping their neighborhoods and communities. 
      Great joy arises in the heart, mind and soul when believers share Christ through 
acts of kindness and mercy with their neighbors. Jesus Christ is in the midst of 
relationships when love, compassion and mercy abound. 
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