The Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 8:41-56

And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell
down at Jesus' feet, and besought him that he would come into his house: For he had one only
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But as he went the people thronged
him. And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon
physicians, neither could be healed of any, Came behind him, and touched the border of his
garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said, Who touched me? When
all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I
perceive that virtue is gone out of me. And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came
trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what
cause she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately. And he said unto her,
Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace. While he yet spake,
there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy daughter is dead;
trouble not the Master. But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only,
and she shall be made whole. And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in,
save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden. And all wept, and
bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to
scorn, knowing that she was dead. And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called,
saying, Maid, arise. And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to
give her meat. And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no
man what was done. k1v)

Many people are suffering today. The suffering can be due to a serious illness
or injury. The suffering may result from concerning behavior or addiction of a
friend or family member.

Suffering is not always visible. Suffering takes a toll on the person suffering
and close family members and friends. Relationships are affected when suffering
occurs. The atmosphere in the home or at work changes.

Hope changes the dynamics for someone who is suffering. Hope changes
the outlook on life. Demeanor is affected when a suffering person has hope. Jesus
Christ provides hope at all time.

The present Gospel is a strong message of hope for individuals and families
who are suffering greatly. The present Gospel confirms that the Lord Jesus Christ
can cure long-standing illnesses.

The woman with the issue of blood had suffered for twelve years. She spent
her wealth on physicians seeking a cure. It was only when she reached out in faith
to Jesus Christ that she was healed. Jesus Christ gave the woman peace.

Jairus came to Jesus in faith seeking help for his daughter who was dying. The
daughter died before Jesus arrived to see her. Imagine the pain and anguish Jairus
felt at that time. Many people are suffering similarly today.



Jesus changed Jairus and his daughter’s situation completely. Jesus restored
life to the daughter who had died. Jesus’ power over death is verified in the present
Gospel.

God’s Holy Church proclaims the Gospel throughout the year. The Church has
offered experiences with and the teachings of Jesus Christ through the centuries.
Believers find peace and hope in the Church.

Believers hear and experience Jesus Christ in the Church. Each century has
challenges for believers. Each day of life is a challenge. Believers are to immerse
themselves in Jesus Christ as they were immersed in the Baptismal font.

Believers living in Jesus Christ are nourished by Christ, protected by Christ and
guided by Christ. Jesus Christ allays fears. Jesus Christ provides a reassuring
presence. Jesus Christ loves each person completely.

Jesus Christ brings Light to the darkest moments of life. Jesus Christ offers
hope when patience is exhausted and despair knocks at the believer’s door. Jairus
demonstrated wisdom in coming to Jesus Christ seeking help.

The woman with the issue of blood was wise in reaching out to Jesus to be
healed. The woman with the issue of blood was humble in her approach to Jesus.
She demonstrated appreciation for being healed.

Believers embracing the present Gospel will experience the love and peace
coming from Jesus Christ. The present Gospel speaks to believers with great
concerns for a loved family member or friend.

Jesus Christ represents and brings a hope that is greater than any darkness. Jesus
Christ is more powerful than any illness or threat to a person’s existence. Jesus
Christ brings peace of mind in all of life’s situations.

Church accounts of the saints and martyrs witness to and verify the presence of
mind rooted in Jesus Christ among those suffering greatly. Believers of each
century can find in Jesus Christ the peace of mind to face all life’s challenges.

The present Gospel belongs in each believer’s heart, mind and soul as proof and
nourishment to remain calm and focused on Jesus Christ. The present Gospel
resounds with peace, hope and joy.

Thank God for each church and monastery proclaiming the Gospel today.

Each person hearing the Gospel is blessed when taking it to heart and incorporating
it in his or her life.

Peace, hope and joy are experienced in the life in Jesus Christ. Today is the
day to experience peace, hope and joy. Now is the time to live fully in the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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