
                                 
                           The Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost        
                                                Luke 10:25-37                                      
And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?  He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?  And he 
answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.  And he said unto him, 
Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto 
Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded 
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that 
way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was 
at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And 
went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, 
and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took 
out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest 
thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on 
him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. (KJV) 

​ According to the Gospel, eternal life involves loving the Lord with all thy strength, all 
thy heart and all thy soul. One’s neighbor is to be loved as the self is loved. The current Gospel 
describes the actions to take in showing love for one’s neighbor. 
            Seeking eternal life requires a conscious and deliberate decision. The initial step on the 
journey to eternal life is taken at Baptism. The commitment to the journey is to be renewed 
throughout life, every day of life. 
          The path to God’s Kingdom and eternal life is narrow. (Mt. 7:14) Believers must be vigilant 
and diligent in following the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ’s teachings are to be put into 
practice and applied throughout life. 
        The Gospel enriches believers with Jesus Christ’s teachings.  The Gospel nourishes and 
strengthens believers throughout the journey to God’s Kingdom. The Gospel helps believers 
sharpen their focus on the journey to the Kingdom and eternal life. 
        Believers seeking eternal life are expected to be fully attentive in their daily lives. Daily life 
experiences with others reveals individuals suffering greatly. Authentic victims are near every 
believer. Victims are visible to attentive believers. 
        In the current Gospel the robbery victim was readily seen. The priest saw the injured man 
and passed by. The Levite took no action. The Levite went on his way. Only the Samaritan 
demonstrated compassion and showed love for the person beaten and robbed. 
        Victims are everywhere in our communities. Real and serious victims are in our parishes.  
Victims include husbands or wives abused physically and/or mentally by their spouses. Certain 
children are victims severely neglected or abused by their parents 
       Crime victims suffer in local neighborhoods and come to the attention of the parish church. 
Members of the parish may suffer from a violent crime or suffer severe financial loss due to 
criminal activity, 



         Some parishioners in certain churches have lost their life’s savings due to criminal 
misappropriation of their investments. The impact of the loss is devastating. The financial and 
emotional wounds reach deep into the victimized families. 
       The Gospel heightens and draws attention to suffering of those in our midst. Attaining 
eternal life requires believers to act with compassion and to take initiative to spur healing. The 
Samaritan in the Gospel shows how to take action to help someone suffering nearby. 
         Orthodox parishes are not immune to having parishioners victimized as part of parish life. 
Precautions and scrutiny will help prevent crimes from occurring. Love and compassion are part 
of the healing process if a crime occurs. 
         Injured workers on certain jobs are victims when employers ignore legal safety standards 
to spur production and increase profits. Believers have a responsibility to speak up of dangers on 
the job. The good Samaritan did not ignore the victim he encountered in daily life. 
      The good Samaritan took action to heal the person who was hurt. Attaining eternal life 
necessitates being active.  Christian behavior includes having a heart filled with love and 
compassion for those who suffer. 
      Parents with a drug addicted son or daughter are victims. The parents suffer severely from 
the stress of the illegal behavior of their sons and daughters. While addiction may be viewed as 
an illness, the behavior involved often includes criminal behavior to sustain the drug use. 
       Parents with addicted sons or daughters benefit from the support of their parish. Parishioners 
showing understanding and support for fathers or mothers with an addicted son or daughter make 
life more bearable. 
    Christians have opportunities in their communities to make a positive difference in the lives of 
victims. Volunteering in agencies serving victims of violent crimes is a positive action some 
believers have taken to make a difference  
          Known believers have volunteered to help at court-related or child welfare agencies to 
alleviate suffering of victimized children.  Parishes and individuals supporting shelters for 
abused women contribute to the healing process. 
       The current Gospel is proclaimed in the church each year. Believers are challenged to 
seriously examine themselves. Each believer is expected to determine whether he or she is 
ignoring or taking action to help victims seen in daily life. 
       The experience with eternal life is fully related with earthly daily life. The relationships 
believers maintain daily will determine where the believer will experience eternity. The Gospel 
tells us Jesus Christ identifies with the individuals who are suffering. (Mt. 25:31-46) 
      Some victims suffer silently. Vigilant believers will notice the silence and will perceive the 
hidden suffering. Being available to listen and to pray can help a person who is suffering greatly. 
Demonstrated human love does wonders for those suffering silently. 
      God loves each person completely. Victims are not without resources. The present Gospel is 
an opportunity for victims suffering silently to make themselves known. The parish priest is a 
resource for persons suffering to reach out to for help. 
    Victims seriously following Jesus Christ will experience the complete healing that Jesus Christ 
provides. Husbands or wives suffering silently in abusive situations benefit by turning to Jesus 
Christ for strength, wisdom and healing. 
     A victim suffering silently can turn to a trusted parishioner for help and support. The Church 
provides hope and help. Victims need not feel alone or trapped in their circumstances. The 
present Gospel is proof of the interest of the Church in caring for victims. 



The Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost. St. Gregory the Wonderworker. St. Sebastian of San Francisco 
and Jackson. November 17/30, 2025. Father Rodney Torbic 


