The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 9:1-8

And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. And, behold,
they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith
said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And,
behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus
knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is
easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may
know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of
the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to
his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had
given such power unto men. (k)

The Lord Jesus Christ wanted the scribes in the present Gospel to
know He had the power to forgive sins. Jesus healed the man of his paralysis
as the convincing demonstration of His healing power.

In order to have hope in their lives, sinners need to believe and know
for certain Jesus has the power to forgive sins. Hope for forgiveness gives
sinner the courage to repent and to begin life anew in Jesus Christ.

Forgiveness opens the path to the Kingdom of God for believers
paralyzed by sin. The present Gospel identifies Jesus Christ as the Forgiver
of sins.

The paralyzed man experienced new found freedom due to his healing
by Jesus Christ. The present Gospel opens the pathway to hope for attentive
listeners to the present Gospel.

Sin is a very paralyzing force capable of preventing progress and
growth in the life in Christ. Sin can lead to depression and despair when
paralysis occurs and continues.

The people bringing the paralyzed man to Jesus in the Gospel had strong
faith. Jesus acknowledged their faith. Jesus is perceptive of the faith in
believers.

Faith is an important element in healing. Strong faith makes a
difference. The Holy Gospel teaches the importance of faith. Believers have
the responsibility to embrace and develop strong personal faith.

Familiarity with the lessons of the Gospel makes a difference. The
Church in wisdom proclaims the value of faith throughout the year. Wise
believers heed and cherish the wisdom.

The hunger in the soul recognizes the relationship between faith and
hope in the healing process. Jesus Christ is essential if healing is to occur.
Jesus, hope and faith are the strong combination for healing.



The paralyzed man had support from those bringing him to Jesus.
External support from family and friends is beneficial for persons seeking to
begin anew in Christ.

Sinners need to overcome the inertia created from paralysis. The faithful
bringing the paralyzed man to Jesus were helpful. Jesus completed the
healing process.

The man when healed of his paralysis was given the opportunity for new
life. He went home when he was healed. Observers of the healing glorified
God.

Healings occur regularly. Observers of healings have opportunities to
glorify God. Persons of faith heeding the lesson of the present Gospel are
encouraged to bring paralyzed sinners to Jesus Christ for healing.

God’s Holy Church is the primary hospital caring for and treating
individuals paralyzed by sin. Persons suffering from the paralysis of sin
learn of and experience Christ’s forgiveness available in the Church.

Holy Confession makes a difference. God’s healing power is manifested
in confession. God’s healing power changes human lives for the better. God
is glorified through the person’s healing as a result of forgiveness of sins.

Going to Church and being a member of the Church are serious
undertakings. Becoming a Christian entails great responsibilities. Believers
are expected to live in Christ and to be faithful to Christ.

Believers sin often. Repentance is the expectation when a person sins.
Failure to repent creates new problems for the believer. Forgiveness brings
joy and freedom.

Jesus Christ’s love is manifested when healing occurs through
forgiveness of sins. Jesus Christ’s love and the forgiveness of sins are
associated with Jesus being upon the Cross.

Jesus’ death on the Cross transformed the world. Jesus’ Resurrection
brought Light out of the darkness of the Tomb. Hope rose from the Tomb.
Healing from sin’s paralysis is new life in the Resurrected Christ.
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