
                                          The Sunday of the Paralytic 
     John 5:1-15 
After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the 
sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a 
great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an 
angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the 
troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was 
there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been 
now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man answered 
him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately 
the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. The 
Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy 
bed.  He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 
Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? And he that was 
healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 
Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, 
lest a worse thing come unto thee. The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made 
him whole. (KJV) 
                                Hristos Voskrese! Vaistinu Voskrese! 
    Christ is Risen!      Indeed He is Risen!          
                                Hristos a inviat!     Adevarat a inviat! 
 

            The Lord Jesus Christ healed the paralytic.  The Holy Gospel’s account of 
this healing is proclaimed in God’s Holy Church every year following Pascha. 
Great joy emanates from this healing. 
 Paschal joy continues in God’s Holy Church at this time. The joy emanating 
from Pascha cannot be subdued. Paschal joy is unique and crosses time and earthly 
boundaries. 
 Jesus Christ’s Resurrection is the source and reason for Paschal joy. Jesus 
Christ’s Resurrection created lasting beneficial change. God’s Holy Church 
continues to spread this joy accompanied by the message of the healed paralytic. 
 The paralytic suffered for thirty-eight years with his infirmity. Jesus Christ 
changed the man’s life completely. Jesus gave the man full mobility. The man was 
to sin no more. 
 Contemporary believers benefit from this Gospel message. The Lord Jesus 
Christ offers healing and mobility for believers willing to listen and adhere to Jesus 
Christ’s ways. 
 Internal examination of the condition of the soul reflects the personal 
willingness to embrace Jesus Christ and welcome Jesus’ healing.  Hearts and 
minds open to Jesus Christ acknowledge His presence and healing power. 
 The Holy Gospel is authoritative and has withstood criticism through the 
centuries. God’s Holy Church protects and proclaims written and oral accounts of 
healing taking place directly attributable to the Lord Jesus Christ. 



 The lives of the saints and martyrs through the centuries testify to healings 
having taken place. Sites in God’s Holy Church around the world bear witness to 
remarkable healings. 
 St. John’s Gospel dispels the notion that suffering will never end. St. John’s 
Gospel offers hope to the sick and the suffering. The Lord Jesus Christ brightens 
the future for every person dealing with debilitating conditions. 
          Jesus Christ’s healing power reaches to the depths of the soul and transforms 
the believer. The paralytic in the current Gospel experienced new found movement 
and freedom due to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Individuals need not be limited in movement when Jesus Christ offers a 
freedom that is immeasurable. Jesus frees the mind, the heart and soul from a 
paralysis that is not visible to the eye. 
         Sin and stress can paralyze a person and limit movement, thinking and 
behavior. Jesus Christ offers the opportunity for sin to be forgiven, for repentance 
to take place, and for new found freedom to become possible. 
          Love of God and gratitude toward God make a difference. Interest in God 
makes a difference. Strong faith and hope foster healing. The paralytic never gave 
up hope. 
 Thirty-eight years of suffering did not eradicate the paralytic’s hope. The 
paralytic remained at the pool and was mindful that healing took place there. 
Present day sufferers do well to look to Jesus Christ with hope. 
 God’s Holy Church is where sufferers will find healing through Jesus Christ. 
Century after century believers have turned to Jesus Christ in the Church and have 
experienced healing. 
 Not everyone has their healing proclaimed in the Holy Gospel. Not every 
person has a dramatic physical healing. Jesus Christ always makes a profound and 
lasting difference in the lives of the faithful. 
 Jesus Christ makes freedom and healing possible. Believers turning to Jesus 
in faith come to know first-hand Jesus’ healing power. Repenting of sin changes 
the direction of a person’s life. 
 Pascha changed the direction of believers in the world. God’s Holy Church 
offers the teachings and message of Jesus Christ’s Resurrection. Jesus’ 
Resurrection destroyed the ultimate paralysis created by death. 
 Jesus Christ offers eternal life. Jesus Christ makes joy, peace and freedom 
everlasting. The barriers that limit life are eradicated by the Risen Christ. Always 
choose life in the Resurrected Christ and experience life everlasting! 
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