6TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA - SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
On the sixth Sunday of Pascha, our Church celebrates the story of the blind man. From the Gospel of John, we
learn about a man who was blind since birth. He encounters Christ, who heals his eyes, and he is able to see.
The story starts with Jesus, who walks from the Temple* and sees the blind man. Before performing any miracle, he first encounters his disciples who ask Him is this person blind because of his sins or because of the sins
of his parents. Jesus answered: “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be
revealed in him.” (John 9:3). After, Christ did heal the blind man, but He did not perform a miracle similar to
others, where He just said a word, and the person was healed. Instead, Christ spat on the ground and made clay
with which He anointed the eyes of the blind man. Then He told the blind man to go to the Pool of Siloam* and
to wash. The blind man listened to Christ’s command, went to the mentioned pool, and the miracle happened.
He was able to see.
Furthermore, as we listen to the story, we see that the Pharisees* questioned the blind man about the miracle
that had occurred. They tried to cast doubt that Christ comes from God because He healed the blind man on
the Sabbath* (In the Jewish tradition, Sabbath or Saturday is the day on which you should not work at all, even
performing miracles). However, this story was not only about their belief. It was primarily about the faith and
obedience of the blind man. It was not that the Pool of Siloam had the power to heal his eyes; it was his obedience when Christ told him to go to the particular pool. He did not question Christ’s instructions but instead
chose to believe that the miracle will happen if he listens to the Lord. Hence, he shows his faith and obedience
to Christ through the words he said in front of the Pharisees: “Now we know that God does not hear sinners;
but if anyone is a worshipper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began, it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do
nothing.” (John 9:31).
The Temple – the center of worship in ancient Israel.
The Pool of Siloam - a rock-cut pool on the southern slope of the City of David, the original site of Jerusalem.
Pharisees – a social movement and a school of thought in the Holy Land (Israel).
Sabbath - a day of religious observance and abstinence from work, kept by Jews from Friday evening to Saturday evening.

The Epistle According to the Acts
of the Apostles (16:16-34)
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her
masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul
and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And
this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and
said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. But when her
masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These
men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach
customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or
observe.” Then the multitude rose up together against them; and
the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be
beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them,
they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep
them securely. Having received such a charge, he put them into
the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the
prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do
yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and
Silas. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him
and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And
immediately he and all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food
before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.
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The Gospel According to John (9:1-38)
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.
And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi*, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of
God should be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him
who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made
clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man
with the clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and
came back seeing. Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and
begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He
said, “I am he.” Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam
and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received sight.” Then they
said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him
again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. They said to the
blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But
the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the
parents of him who had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not
know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they again called the man who was blind, and
said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is
a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” Then they said to him
again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already, and you
did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled
him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this
fellow, we do not know where He is from.” The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing,
that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear
sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been
unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could
do nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And
they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you
believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” And Jesus
said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.” Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And
he worshiped Him.

Rabbi - a scholar or teacher, especially one who studies or teaches Jewish law.
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THE ICON OF THE BLIND MAN
Miraculous events are constantly present in the life of the Church from its beginning. The Bible itself, with both
Old and New Testament, has many testimonies of miracles that occurred at a certain point in history, especially
during the time of Jesus. Each miracle, whether it happened to an individual or community, represents God’s
revelation to His creation and, at the same time, strengthening the faith of the ones who were objects of God’s
action. The same can be applied to the interpretation of the icon of the blind man.
If you remember well, in the previous documents, we mentioned a couple
of techniques (mimesis, hieratic, narrative), which we use to explain the
story of the icon. Now, let us try to use them to interpret the icon and
show how this icon represents the faith of the blind man.
The icon of the Sunday of the blind man describes the Gospel story about
how Christ healed a certain man, who was blind from his birth. First,
what we notice is that at least three actions are depicted on the icon:
1. Christ puts the clay in the eyes of the blind man;
2. Disciples are talking with each other what is the cause of the man’s illness (his sins or the sins of his parents);
3. In the top right corner, the blind man is washing his eyes in the Pool
of Siloam. All three actions show us that every person on this icon has a
narrative element or performs some action. The most important for us is
the engagement between Christ and the blind man.
On this icon, Christ is moving towards the blind man and places His right hand on his eyes. In His left hand,
He holds something that looks like a piece of paper (a scroll*), about which we did not hear when we read
this story. The depicted scroll represents the statements of Christ that He is the light of the world (John 9:5),
and that He came to earth to recover the sight of the blind. On the other hand, we see the blind man, who has
his right hand outstretched toward Christ. This gesture indicates the faith and willingness of the blind man
to receive the healing from Christ. Hence, this miracle was not only the healing of his physical sight but also
the opening of his spiritual eyes. The blind man was blind from his birth, and he probably believed that there
would be a time when he can be able to see. Hence, Christ strengthens his faith in God by healing his eyes and
allowing him to glorify God among other people, because of this miracle.

The Scroll - a roll of paper for writing or painting on.
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LITURGICAL HYMNS
Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 5
Let us, O faithful, praise and worship the Word Who is co-unoriginate with
the Father and the Spirit, and Who was born of the Virgin for our salvation;
for He was pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh and to endure death, and
to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection!

https://youtu.be/HvFciXSNDOg
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Kontakion — Tone 4
I come to You, O Christ, Blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, And I call to
You in repentance: You are the most radiant light of those in darkness!

https://youtu.be/_6CuyZ5RmiQ
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SPIRITUAL SIGHT
of the blind man

Five weeks ago, we started with a celebration of Pascha, the Resurrection
of our Lord, Jesus Christ. This celebration continues even today, on the
Sunday of the blind man because we still greet each other with the words:
“Christ is risen!” ”Indeed He is risen!” Why is the Resurrection of Christ
so important to us? Because we believe the Resurrection is proof that
there will be the resurrection of all people during the Second Coming of
Christ. Venerable Justin of Cheliye, reminds us that God wants firstly to
resurrect and cure our souls of the sin and then prepare us for His Heavenly Kingdom. We understand that it can be challenging to comprehend
how God wants to resurrect our souls. Hence, let us try to explain this
spiritual resurrection through the interpretation of the story of the blind
man.
If you remember from previous pages, the story starts with the discussion between the apostles and Christ about who is to be blamed for the
blindness of the man. The apostles think that the parents of the blind man sinned, or he did something wrong,
so now he is blind. However, Christ does not accept either of the two answers, but instead says that this man
suffered so that God can be glorified by many people, who will become faithful to Him after this miracle. That
is precisely what happened because even today, we hear about this miracle, which can make our faith in God
stronger.
Furthermore, it is essential to know that Christ said these words in front
of the blind man so that he could hear them. Why? Our Lord primarily
wanted to open the spiritual eyes of the blind man because that was more
important and more difficult than the healing of his physical eyes. This
opening of his spiritual eyes, according to holy bishop Nicholai Velimirovich, happens in three stages.
First, the blind man shows obedience by listening to Christ and going to
the Pool of Siloam to wash his eyes. Second, after the miracle happens,
the blind man faces the temptations through the conversation with the
Pharisees, who tested his loyalty to Christ by questioning the miracle.
Finally, the third stage comes with the question from Christ: “Do you
believe in the Son of God?” (John 9:35). When the blind man finds outthat Christ is the Son of God, he bows to Christ and answers with joy that
he believes in Him. With both his words and his acts (bowing toward
Christ), the blind man goes through the third stage, where he shows his true faith in Christ. At this stage, his
spiritual eyes, with which he saw Christ in front of him as the Son of God who took the earthly body to save
humankind, are opened.
The opening of his spiritual eyes is precisely this spiritual resurrection with which we began our discourse.
Spiritual resurrection is the ability to see the presence of God in the Church and the world. How can we notice
His presence? Through strong faith in our Lord and good deeds toward people around us. Remember, the blind
man received spiritual sight not only by his faith but also by his act of bowing to Christ. Therefore, try to always
keep your spiritual eyes open through your actions and faith in our Lord.
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WORD FIND
SCROLL
BLIND MAN
PHARISEES
JUSTIN
SILOAM
ICON
CHRIST

FILL OUT THE MISSING WORDS OF CHURCH HYMNS
Let us, O faithful, praise and worship the Word Who is co-unoriginate with the F____ and the Spirit, and
Who was born of the V____ for our salvation; for He was pleased to ascend the C____ in the flesh and to
endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
I come to You, O C_____, / Blind from birth in my spiritual eyes / And I call to You in repentance: / You
are the most radiant l____ of those in darkness!

:

ANSWERS

in, Cross
Father, Virg
ht
Christ, Lig
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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
1. On which day Christ healed the blind man?
A) Thursday
B) Saturday (Sabbath)
C) Sunday
2. What was the name of the Pool where the blind man washed his eyes?
A) Siloam
B) Bethesda
C) Jordan
3. Why was the man blind?
A) Because of the sins of his parents
B) Because of his own sins
C) So that the works of God can be revealed through him to people
4. Who did not believe that miracle happened?
A) Disciples of Christ
B) Pharisees
C) Parents of the blind man
5. What Christ holds in His left hand on the icon of the blind man?
A) A piece of paper (a scroll)
B) An icon
C) Nothing
6. Opening the spiritual eyes of the blind man goes through three stages. Which virtues the
blind man obtains in the process?
A) Obedience
B) Loyalty
C) Faith
D) All of the above

ANSWERS: 1. B; 2. A; 3. C; 4. B; 5. A; 6. D.
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