
 
                          Home as Church:

Educational Materials for the Fifth Sunday after Pascha 

This study guide is intended to present information about the 
event of Christ’s Resurrection so that you can deepen your 
knowledge of the Orthodox faith. The study guide centers 
around biblical events as salvific (that save us).
 
These resources are useful for youth ages 6-14. The given 
material as an adjunct can stimulate thought and deepen in-
sight. Resources should inspire dialogue with youth.
 
The study questions are related to the event of Christ’s Resur-
rection, as the core of our Church life, and therefore for clear-
er comprehension of our Orthodox faith.
 
Questions and comments can be directed to the publisher at 
edu@easterndiocese.org
 
Overview
Christ’s Resurrection is the victory of life. Resurrection is the 
defeat of death. The Holy Apostle Paul emphasizes the fact 
that the Resurrection is the foundation of Christian life. 
Through baptism every person participates in the beauty of 
that new life. Undoubtedly, we define it as a personal experi-
ence and every Christian faces the challenges of deeds of 
light and deeds of darkness. The early Christian book The Di-
dache (also known as The Lord's Teaching Through the 
Twelve Apostles to the Nations) states that there are two 
paths: one of life, and the other of death. In fact, there is a 
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substantial difference between the two. The ascetic experi-
ence of the Church emphasizes that the most crucial thing for 
our personal salvation is to recognize that true path, Christ’s 
way. 

The prepared educational materials for the Sunday of the 
Samaritan recount the conversation of Christ with the Samari-
tan woman. This event is noted in the Gospel according to 
John. Natural thirst was an occasion to talk about God-seek-
ing, but also to discuss the living water that comes from God. 
The conversation takes place at the site where Jacob, an Old 
Testament figure, once built a well. This encounter is a perfect 
example of the human ability to reach knowledge of God with 
the heart.

With His omniscience (all-knowing), Christ directs the Samari-
tan woman to the goal. His technique is simple- He loves 
mankind and shows patience in dealing with people. In addi-
tion to emphasizing the messianic character of Christ's min-
istry on earth, Christ's conversation with the Samaritan 
woman encourages us to see that biblical examples of ac-
cepting Christ as the Savior of man personally and of the 
world are the most beautiful events in the life of the Church.
By emphasizing this wonderful story, the Church emphasizes 
that she equally rejoices to the healing of any disease or in 
recognizing Christ as the Redeemer. The perspective of the 
Lord’s Resurrection confirmed that this is truly possible!  The 
Samaritan woman is as grateful to God as the sick. Although 
she was not physically healed, she recognized Christ as the 
Messiah and thus accepted life according to the Gospel. 
Thus, this is a miracle of God's love.



Page 1:

Fifth Sunday of Pascha - Sunday of Samaritan describes the 
encounter of a Samaritan woman with Christ. The meeting 
place is the biblical city of Sychar in Samaria. Accompanied 
by the apostles, Christ was on his way to Galilee and made 
an unusual decision to go through Samaria to Galilee. The 
peculiarity is in the fact that the Jews and the Samaritans had 
a complex relationship. The evangelist John describes that 
the event took place during the day, in the heat. Christ was al-
ready resting. At that moment, a Samaritan woman came to 
the well for water. Dialogue started as Christ asked for water. 
The Samaritan woman, astonished, asked why he who is a 
Jew asked her for water, and this confirms the complexity of 
the relationship between the two peoples. This conversation 
finalized the path from wonder to the clear confession of 
Christ as the Messiah. In addition, on the subject of worship-
ping God and when it is right to pray, the Lord notes that true 
worship is that which is in the Spirit and the Truth.

This magnificent thought was later included in the most impor-
tant books of the Ancient Church’s literature. The Venerable 
Justin Popovich pointed out that true worship is, in fact, pray-
ing to Christ, because He is the Truth (John 14: 6). Christ 
gave his whole self to the Church. Christ's conversation with 
the Samaritan woman is frequently seen scene on many icons 
and frescoes throughout Orthodoxy.

Page 2:
This page contains the Epistle and the Gospel readings for 
the fifth Sunday after Pascha - of the Samaritan Woman. In 
the epistle for this Sunday, we learn that the word "Christian" 



is mentioned for the first time in Antioch, namely on the territo-
ry of today's Syria. The Gospel describes in detail the en-
counter of the Samaritan woman with Christ. The dialogue be-
tween Christ and the Samaritan woman encourages thinking 
about God as Savior. This event is an anticipation of Christ's 
Resurrection. Christ's words are obscure to the disciples, and 
in this case they are recognized by people who were not 
Jews. The event of Christ's Resurrection is an event that tran-
scended the local (Jewish) character. It is a confirmation that 
salvation comes from God personally and to all those who 
recognize God as Savior. This event brings good news for all 
humanity. The Samaritan woman is, therefore, the forerunner 
of all those who recognized Christ as the Messiah. To read 
the Gospel means to open oneself to God. It is important to 
contemplate divine things because they bring spiritual benefit 
and bare good fruits. It is even more important to address the 
question of knowing God and how to strike a balance between 
mind and heart in general. Do you think this woman recog-
nizes God with her mind or her heart? On what basis did she 
feel that Jesus was talking about something new? Why does 
Christ reveal to a simple, God-loving woman all the Truth 
about himself: "I am the Messiah who speaks to you" (John 
4:26)?
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This page explains the event of the encounter of Christ and 
the Samaritan woman through the perspective of narrative. 
The iconographer faithfully portrays this biblical story. We also 
deal with the topic of the necessity to present historical events 
from the Holy Scriptures. There has been a great debate over 
this issue for centuries. The church's teaching on icons is def-



initely the most beautiful expression of Christian teaching. The 
Christian iconography is not a worship of idols, but a faithful 
depiction of events from the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
became man for us humans. Like all previous Sundays, this 
week as well try to recognize what is beneficial to the soul by 
recounting this event in your own words.

Pages 4-5:

This Sunday we sing to the glory of God as well. The Epistles 
of the Holy Apostles say that everything we do should be in 
the name of Christ. The hymns are dedicated to Christ's Res-
urrection and we sing to emphasize the wonderful works of 
the Lord. Troparion emphasizes the concrete results of 
Christ's Resurrection. The melodies used are Serbian liturgi-
cal traditions and are posted in Church Slavonic and English 
on the YouTube channel. We kindly emphasize that it is nec-
essary to read the texts carefully.

Pages 6:

This page describes in more detail the core of the conversa-
tion between Jesus Christ and the Samaritan woman. The 
term living water is used as a metaphor for eternal life, which 
is life in the Heavenly Kingdom. Christ is life because he de-
feated death with his death. This time as well, Holy Bishop 
Nicholai Velimirovich was of great use. He noticed best that 
pedagogical moment that moves the story in the right direc-
tion. Christ awakens in the Samaritan woman the need for 
God, for virtue and living life according to the Gospel. That 
awakening, however, would not have happened if the Samari-
tan woman had not opened her heart to the word of God.



Pages 7-8:

Learning through play is always useful. Test your knowledge 
through these interesting games. In essence, they pertain to 
the above-mentioned event from the Gospel in the form of 
questions and answers. If you have an interesting article, 
song, prayer or drawing, please send it to edu@easterndio-
cese.org. I encourage everyone to respond to this invitation. 
We will publish the submitted materials at the first opportunity!

For church chant, we used the following two resources:
1. Notni Zbornik by Nenad Baracki
2. Anthology of Serbian Chant: Volume II by Nikola Re-

sanovich


